
 

We believe in respect and success for all 

Oakley Cross Assessment Policy 

As a Rights respecting level 2 School we believe strongly in the articles as laid out in the United 
Nations Convention for the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) in ensuring everything we do develops 
respect for all.  

Article 28 – Every child has the right to an education 

Article 29 – Education must develop every child’s personality, talents and abilities to the full 

Article 23 – A child with a disability has the right to live a full and decent life with dignity and 

independence, and to play an active part in the community 

 

Introduction 

At Oakley Cross, we believe that effective assessment underpins high quality teaching and 
learning. We give children regular feedback on their learning so that they understand what it is that 
they have achieved and what they need to do better. This allows us to base our lesson plans on a 
detailed knowledge of each pupil. We give parents regular written and verbal reports on their 
child’s progress so that teachers, children and parents are all working together to raise standards 
for all our children. 

Since the removal of National Curriculum Level descriptors and the implementation of the New 
Curriculum in September 2014 schools have had autonomy to develop assessment systems which 
sit more comfortably within the school’s ethos and meet the needs of the children within the 
school.  

Aims of Assessment 

The aims of assessment we have identified ensure children access their right to an education and 

make the maximum progress they can.  Our aims are: 

 to enable our children to demonstrate what they know, understand and can do in their work; 

 to help our children understand what they need to do next to improve their work; 

 to allow teachers to plan work that accurately reflects the needs of each child; 

 to provide information for parents that enables them to support their child’s learning; 

 to provide school leaders and governors with information that allows them to make 

judgements about the effectiveness of the school. 

Assessment is about measurement of performance at a given point in time and a way of gaining 

information to promote future learning. Our first point of principle should be to hold on to aspects of 

assessment that aim to measure what we value rather than simply valuing what we are able to 

measure. Secondly, we acknowledge that there are two distinct types of assessment used by the 

school. These include: 



 Assessment for learning helps to identify the next steps needed to make progress. It 

takes account of pupils’ strengths as well as weaknesses 

 Assessment of learning is more associated with judgements based on grades and ranks 

and with public accountability. 

Statutory Assessment 
The government continues to measure and compare the outcomes of children nationally; in their 
reception year, year one, year two and year six. The following statutory, formal assessment takes 
place at Oakley Cross: 

In YR the children are assessed against the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile and they should 
be achieving age related expectations or the ‘Early Learning Goals’ by June of YR.   

In Y1 the children sit a phonics check and they must be able to read a certain number of words 
(both real and made up) to pass the check.  This check takes place in June. 

In Y2 children are assessed currently against the Interim Assessment Frameworks for Reading, 
Writing, Maths and Science.  Their attainment will be described as ‘working towards the expected 
standard’, ‘working at the expected standard’ and ‘working at greater depth within the expected 
standard’. Assessment consists of teacher assessment, where the class teacher will make 
judgements based on their knowledge of individual children against the criteria within the 
assessment frameworks, as well as the children’s outcomes from standardised attainment tests or 
SATs.  SATs will take place in May in the summer term and must be attempted by all Year 2 
children. 

In year 6 children are also currently assessed against the Interim Assessment Frameworks for 
Reading, Writing, Maths and Science.  For Reading, Maths and Science the children are judged 
only as ‘working at the expected standard’.  For Writing, their attainment will be described as 
‘working towards the expected standard’, ‘working at the expected standard’ and ‘working at 
greater depth within the expected standard’.  This completes the teacher assessment element but 
the children are also required to sit their SATs in May in Reading, Spelling, Punctuation and 
Grammar and Maths.  The externally marked test results currently override teacher assessment. 

Whilst we continue to meet our statutory assessment requirements, we are also committed to our 
good assessment practice in school. 

Good assessment practice at Oakley Cross will: 

 raise standards of attainment and behaviour, and improve pupil attitudes and response 

 enable the active involvement of pupils in their own learning by providing effective feedback 

which closes the gap between present performance and future standards required 

 promote pupil self-esteem through a shared understanding of the learning processes and 

the routes to improvement 

 build on secure teacher knowledge  

 guide and support the teacher as planner, provider and evaluator 

 enable the teacher to adjust teaching to take account of assessment information and to 

focus on how pupils learn and draw upon as wide a range of evidence as possible using a 

variety of assessment activities 

 track pupil performance and in particular identify those pupils at risk of underachievement 

 provide information which can be used by teachers and managers as they plan for 

individual pupils and cohorts 



 provide information which can be used by parents or carers to understand their pupils’ 

strengths, weaknesses and progress 

 provide information which can be used by other interested parties 

 provide information which can be used to evaluate a school’s performance against its own 

previous attainment over time and against national standards. 

Early Years Foundation Stage - Nursery and Reception Class 

In Little Acorns (2 years) and Saplings (3 years), the children are assessed within the first few 
weeks on entry to nursery.  We use the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile statements taken 
directly from the Development Matters document and the children begin their assessment journey; 
our Little Acorns using the prime areas only and our saplings across all prime and specific areas of 
learning.  Staff regularly observe and update the children’s progress, using this information to plan 
suitably challenging and stimulating activities to engage our youngest learners.  This on-going 
assessment is crucial for informing staff of children’s interests, abilities and skills and when or how 
to intervene to help the children progress further.  Some of the child’s successes are recorded 
within individual learning Journals; a personal record of achievements.  At the end of the child’s 
nursery journey we can record the child’s level of attainment compared to their starting point and 
judge how much progress they have made. 

In Blossom Class, the children are still assessed against the Early Years Foundation Stage Profile 
statements as their journey through Early Years continues.  The children’s exit from nursery profile 
and observations made by the YR teacher inform their on entry to Reception baseline.  Again,  
staff regularly observe and update the children’s progress, using this information to plan suitably 
challenging and stimulating activities and  where further intervention is required to help the 
children progress further and narrow the gaps between groups of learners.  At the end of the 
child’s Early Years journey we complete their Profile using all of the observations made, work 
produced for books and any additional work or information contained in the child’s learning journal 
including parental contributions and comments.  Again, we record the child’s level of attainment 
compared to their starting point and judge how much progress they have made. 

Key Stage 1 and 2 

Children in key Stage 1 and 2 follow the National Curriculum.  They are regularly assessed on the 
skills and knowledge they acquire through good quality teaching and learning.  Staff use this on-
going assessment information to plan suitable activities to ensure children make further progress 
and consolidate their skills and understanding.  We use the ‘Durham Stranded Sheets’ taken from 
the National Curriculum to link our planning and assessment closely. 

At Oakley Cross we provide a very tailored curriculum to groups and individuals to ensure the 
children are provided with suitably challenging tasks appropriate to their stage of learning.  Each 
child’s book contains a ‘learning journey’ at the start of a given unit of work.  This identifies the key 
skills the child will learn over the course of a unit and what they will achieve.  The teacher uses on-
going formative assessment to judge if the children’s skills are secure or not and they can then 
plan accordingly to ensure learning is secure or move the children on to their next steps. 

At the end of each half term the teacher will complete in school summative assessments for each 
child.  This incorporates the teacher’s judgement about the child’s current working stage of the 
National Curriculum against the Durham Stranded Sheets and short end of topic or unit tests, as 
seen through our Rising Stars progress checks in Reading, Maths and GPS. Children’s progress 
is carefully tracked through our cohort trackers; any children who are underperforming are 
discussed and a suitable programme of intervention is put in place. 



It is expected that the majority of children will be working within their current Year group curriculum 
so a child in Y2, for example, will be following the Y2 learning objectives.  We know for some 
children this may not be the case as the child may have some particular need (SEND) or other 
barrier which slows their progress.  Children with disabilities have a right to live a full and decent 
life and the progress of children on our SEND register will be closely monitored to ensure this is 
so. (Article 23) 

Each year group’s curriculum has been broken down into the following developmental stages: 

 End Year X Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Secure +        

Secure 2        

Secure 1        

Developing 2        

Developing 1        

Emerging 2        

Emerging 1        

Children’s attainment will be assessed as meeting age related expectations (ARE).  If the child is 
working within the green or blue bands then they are meeting/exceeding ARE at that point in the 
year.  It is anticipated that the majority of children will complete the year secure within their year 
group’s curriculum. 

We need to remember that progress can involve developing deeper or wider understanding, not 
just moving on to work of greater difficulty. Sometimes progress is simply about consolidation of 
knowledge and skills.  At Oakley Cross we are committed to ensuring children are competent at 
each stage of their curriculum and gaps which will hinder future learning do not develop.   

We expect that most children will make typical progress moving 6 developmental steps during the 
year from their given starting point.  For example, a Y3 child with a baseline starting point of ‘Year 
3, Secure 1’ stage in July should complete Y4 at the ‘Year 4,Secure 1’ stage as a minimum 
requirement.  Some children will make accelerated progress and move through more stages and 
some may be assessed as ‘working securely across the curriculum’ demonstrating their 
knowledge and skills across the curriculum in a competent way.  For some children, possibly at 
different times during their school career, progress will be slower as they need longer to 
consolidate new knowledge and skills.  Where appropriate, suitable support and intervention will 
be put in place to help accelerate children’s progress.  
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