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Oakley Cross Primary School and Nursery Unit 

Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Policy 

 

Rationale 

Oakley Cross Primary School is committed to providing appropriate high quality 

education for all children. Provision for children with special educational needs is a 

matter for the school as a whole and the teaching of these individuals is a whole 

school responsibility.  

 

At Oakley Cross Primary School, all children will follow a broad and balanced 

curriculum. We watch over every child’s wellbeing, progress and achievements and help 

each child to achieve their full potential.  

 

We actively promote our mission statement ‘We believe in respect and success for all’. 

 

SEND Co-ordinator: Miss C O’Neil  

SEND Governors: Mrs R Dobinson 

We are a mainstream school and welcome all children into our school community 

regardless of their special educational need, or if they have a statement. 

Arrangements for coordinating educational provision for children with special 

educational needs will be dependent upon the specific needs of the individual child.  

The school is wheelchair friendly and has a disabled toilet and shower area. For more 

information on specialised facilities please see the school’s access plan/ disability 

policy. 

 

Resources, Identification, Assessments and Reviews 

The SENCO is responsible for the operational management of the specified and 

agreed resourcing for special needs provision within the school. This includes the 

provision for all children with special educational needs, and those children with 
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statements. Funding allocated to supporting these children will be deployed and the 

Headteacher will inform the Governing Body. Annual meetings are held with the 

Headteacher and SENCO to discuss and decide how to use funds directly related to 

statements. A resource bid will also be devised when the school is planning for the 

next school improvement plan.   

 

We understand that children learn and develop in different ways. Teachers and 

teaching assistants recognise this and use different teaching styles, resources and 

plan different levels of work in the classroom to cater for the various ways children 

learn. However, some children, at some time in their school life, may need extra help 

and support in a variety of different ways. 

 

Initially, children’s needs are met through quality first teaching provided by the class 

teacher; all teachers at Oakley Cross are teachers of children with SEND.  If staff 

feel that a child’s needs cannot be met through quality first teaching alone, then 

additional support or intervention may be put into place and short term targets will be 

set in consultation with the staff, parents and the child. Support may be offered 

through an additional adult working alongside the child or their group, and/or taking 

part in intervention or enhancement programmes outside of the classroom.  

At Oakley Cross we follow a graduated support approach which is called “Assess, Plan, 

Do, Review”.  This means that we will: 

 

 Assess a child’s special educational needs 

 Plan the provision to meet your child’s aspirations and agreed outcomes 

 Do  put the provision in place to meet those outcomes  

 Review the support and progress 

As part of this approach, we will produce a SEN Support Plan that describes the 

provision that we will make to meet a child’s special educational needs and agreed 

outcomes.  The school aims to work in partnership with parents as well as other 

agencies for additional assessments and advice, if necessary. eg, the Educational 

Psychology Service, Learning Difficulties and Disabilities Inclusion Service, Speech 

and Language Therapy Team, CAMHS, school nursing, Paediatricians etc. Parents will 

be consulted at every stage of this process. 

A small percentage of children and young people with significant learning difficulties 

might need an assessment that could lead to an Education, Health and Care Plan.  Full 

details can be found on the Local Offer website. 
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Children may be identified as having a special educational need through discussions 

with teaching staff and parents who may have some concerns about children’s 

academic progress, social development or physical difficulties. A special educational 

need may manifest itself in a number of different ways. For example, a child may be 

having problems with reading, number work or with managing their behaviour.  

Our SENCO may carry out assessments in addition to the class teacher in order to 

ascertain any underlying needs or difficulties the child may have. Parents will be 

consulted and informed of any outcomes or further action that may be needed. 

Children may have a disability which makes it harder for them to use the same 

educational facilities that the school provides for the majority of children. For some 

children this may be a temporary difficulty, while others may have a long term need 

for additional help.  The SENCO will work with families to address any concerns. 

Pupil progress towards outcomes/targets is continually assessed and reviewed 

through: 

 Teacher assessments/tests 

 Progress towards individual targets 

 National curriculum testing (including Year 1 Phonics test) 

 Information provided by parents, carers and other professionals 

 Records provided by other schools a child may have attended. 

In order for all children to access the curriculum in school, staff may: 

 Change the way activities are planned and delivered 

 Match activities to the ability / need of each child (differentiation) 

 Adapt learning materials such as equipment and activities to suit each child’s needs 

 Offer small group support to promote skills identified in the child’s SEND Support 

Plan 

 Seek advice from or enlist the help of outside agencies and professionals e.g.  

   SEND Support Plans should include: 

 Short term targets for the child which are linked to their needs 

 Details of any extra support the child will get 

 Who will give the child help 

 How often the child will get help 

 How and when the school will look at the child’s progress again (usually at least twice 

a year) 
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The child’s class teacher and the SENCO will work collaboratively to: 

 Provide starting points for the development of an appropriate curriculum 

 Identify and focus attention on action to support the child within the class 

 Use the assessment processes to identify any learning difficulties  

 Ensure ongoing observation and assessment, provide regular feedback about 

the child’s achievements and experiences to form the basis for planning the 

next steps in the child’s learning 

 Involve parents/ carers in implementing a joint learning approach at home 

At Oakley Cross Primary School all children are provided with a range of extra- 

curricular activities. There are various open extended school activities such as 

educational visits, breakfast club and numerous after-school clubs including booster 

sessions, sewing, games, ICT, gardening and musical opportunities.  

Oakley Cross Primary School evaluates the success of the school’s SEN policy annually. 

The Governing Body reviews it and considers any amendments in light of the annual 

review findings. The SENCO reports the outcome of the review to the full Governing 

Body.  

The Durham County Council procedure is adopted when considering complaints with 

regard to special educational needs provision within Oakley Cross Primary. All 

necessary forms are available from school. 

Policies and Partnerships with bodies beyond the School 

In-service training solely depends on the needs within the school. All courses 

completed are always cascaded back into school, to ensure consistency from all 

members of staff.  

We have a respected and valued partnership when working together with 

parents/carers, school practitioners and other educational practitioners. Opinions and 

actions are recognised to benefit the individual child.  

The school’s SENCO works alongside educational practitioners by attending regular 

network meetings with schools around the local and surrounding areas to discuss new 

legislations and support available for children with specific learning needs. Oakley 

Cross Primary School additionally has a link with secondary schools to where our pupils 

will attend for their next level of education. 
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At Oakley Cross Primary school we have numerous links with student services including 

various health and social services, educational welfare services and voluntary services. 

Please see the list below: 

 One Point 

 Dyslexia action 

 Speech and Language technician 

 Educational psychologist  

 LDDIS 

 EMTAS 

 EAL 

 Behaviour Support 

 Counselling Service 

 BALE study support centre 

 

Signed: RBrannan 

Date: December 2017 

 

 


