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Oakley Cross Primary School and Nursery Unit 

Curriculum Policy 

UNCRC Article 28: All children have the right to an education. 

UNCRC Article 29: The purpose of education is to develop every child’s personality, 
talents and mental and physical abilities. 

Introduction 

The curriculum is all the planned activities which we organise in order to promote learning 
and personal growth and development. At Oakley Cross, our curriculum includes the formal 
requirements of the National Curriculum as well as the range of extra-curricular activities 
that the school organises in order to enrich the experience of the children. As a ‘Rights 
Respecting’ school, our curriculum seeks to develop the independence and responsibility of 
all of our children. We ensure that all children have a broad, balanced and relevant 
education which provides continuity and progression and takes individual differences into 
account. We aim to teach our pupils how to grow into positive, responsible people, who can 
work and co-operate with others while developing knowledge and skills, so that they 
achieve their full potential. 

Through our school curriculum we aim to celebrate diversity and challenge discrimination. 
Wherever possible, teaching is cross curricular so that aspects of each subject can be 
developed appropriately within the topic being studied. This does not preclude the discrete 
teaching of some subject elements and basic skills as we recognise proficiency in Literacy 
and Numeracy underpin our ability to make sense of the world.   
 
Values 

Our curriculum is the means by which we achieve our objectives of educating children in 
the knowledge, skills and understanding that they need in order to lead fulfilling lives. Our 
school curriculum is underpinned by our principle value of providing high quality educational 
experiences that are focused on continued improvement in whole school standards and the 
development of independent and responsible learners. 

Our school is in full agreement with the values statement included in the introduction to The 
National Curriculum Handbook for Primary Teachers in England. These are the main values 
of our school, upon which we have based our curriculum: 

 We value the way in which all children are unique, and our curriculum promotes 
respect for the views of each individual children, as well as for people of all cultures. 

 We organise our curriculum so that we promote co-operation and understanding 
between all members of our community. 

 We value the rights enjoyed by each person in our society. We respect each child in 
our school for who they are, and we treat them with fairness and honesty. We aim to 
enable each person to be successful and provide equal opportunities for all children 
in our school. 

 We value our environment, and we aim, through our curriculum, to teach respect for 
our world, and how we should care for it for future generations, as well as our own. 

 



Aims 

The aims of our school curriculum are: 

 to enable the children to develop lively, independent and enquiring minds 

 to develop a positive, confident attitude towards their learning and strive to achieve their 
best 

 to develop awareness and understanding of spiritual, moral and cultural issues 

 to promote physical development and a healthy lifestyle for all pupils 

Objectives of the curriculum 

 To enable all children to learn and develop their skills to the best of their ability; 

 To promote a positive attitude towards learning, so that children enjoy coming to 
school, and acquire a solid basis for lifelong learning;  

 To create and maintain an exciting and stimulating learning environment where all 
pupils are encouraged to be risk takers. 

 To develop pupils resilience in a happy and safe learning environment. 

 To teach children the basic skills of literacy, numeracy and information 
communication technology (ICT); 

 To enable children to be creative and to develop their own thinking; 

 To teach children about their developing world, including how their environment and 
society have changed over time; 

 To help children understand Britain’s cultural heritage; 

 To enable children to be positive citizens in society; 

 To fulfil all the requirements of the National Curriculum and the Locally Agreed 
Syllabus for Religious Education; 

 To teach children to have an awareness of their own spiritual development, and to 
understand right from wrong; 

 To help children understand the importance of truth and fairness, so that they grow 
up committed to equal opportunities for all; 

 To enable children to have respect for themselves and high self-esteem, and to be 
able to live and work co-operatively with others. 

 To recognise the crucial role which parents play in their child’s education and make 
every effort to encourage parental involvement in their educational process; 

At Oakley Cross we aim to develop pupils to become successful, confident and responsible 
and as a result of the curriculum offered at Oakley Cross Primary School and Nursery, the 
children will, at a level appropriate to their age and ability, be able to be: 

Successful – by acquiring skills to be: 

 Creative thinkers; 

 Problem solvers; 

 Good at questioning; 

 Good collaborators; 

 Motivated to learn. 

 

 



Confident – by having: 

 A secure sense of identity; 

 Good relationships with all members of their community; 

 Emotional awareness; 

 Knowledge of right and wrong; 

 Understanding of organisational skills; 

 Awareness of a healthy lifestyle; 

 Understanding of risk awareness; 

 Understanding of how to develop their strengths, talents and ambitions; 

 Confidence and willingness to try new things. 

Responsible – by developing their ability to be: 

 Well prepared for life and work; 

 Enterprising; 

 Able to respect others and understand their own and others’ cultures and  

 traditions; 

 Able to understand what it means to be British and will appreciate diversity; 

 Able to challenge injustice; 

 Recognising how to sustain and improve the environment; 

 Able to try to change things for the better. 

Key Skills 

Through our curriculum planning we aim to help children develop the key skills identified in 
the new National Curriculum. All subject areas contribute to a child’s progress in these 
skills. Our school believes that all children need to make good progress in these skill areas 
in order to develop to their true potential. 

 Communication 

 Application 

 Information Technology 

 Working with others 

 Improving own learning and performance 

 Problem solving 

Organisation and Planning 

We plan our curriculum ensuring we meet the requirements of the National Curriculum and 
the Early Years Foundation Curriculum requirements. We plan the curriculum carefully, so 
that there is coherence and full coverage of all aspects of the National Curriculum and Early 
Years Curriculum, and there is planned progression in all curriculum areas. Our curriculum 
is designed to ensure that children develop the skills they need to become confident, self-
motivated learners, who can engage with and solve challenges innovatively.  We agree a 
long term plan for each key stage. This indicates which topics are to be taught in each term, 
and to which groups of children. We review our long term plan on an annual basis.  Our 
medium term plans give clear guidance on the skills that we are developing within each 
topic.  



We try to plan exciting topics including school trips to a variety of different places to 
enhance the curriculum. We organise themed weeks and special events to bring the 
curriculum alive. We have strong links with other schools in the community and engage in 
shared projects on a regular basis. 

The curriculum that we teach in the nursery and reception classes meet the requirements 

set out in the revised Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum. Our planning focuses on 

the Early Learning Goals and on developing children’s skills and experiences. Our school 

fully supports the principle that young children learn through play, and by engaging in well-

planned structured activities. Teaching in the nursery and reception classes build on the 

experiences of the children in their pre-school learning. We do all we can to build positive 

partnerships with the variety of nurseries and other pre-school providers in the area.  

We are well aware that all children need the support of parents and teachers to make good 
progress in school. We strive to build positive links with the parents by keeping them well 
informed about how their child has settled and how well he/she is progressing. 

Learning Guarantees 

At Oakley Cross we want to provide possibilities to open up the world to our pupils. We 
agree with the following curriculum drivers identified in the new national Curriculum and 
provide opportunities to enable our pupils to enhance their: 

1. Ambition and determination – Providing opportunities for our children to increase their 
self- esteem, motivation and aspirations. 

2. Enterprise skills – Preparing our children for a world of work which is rapidly changing. 

3. Understanding of the wider environment through outdoor learning opportunities – 
Providing opportunities for our children to learn how to balance risks against benefits. 

The Role of the Curriculum Leader 

The role of the curriculum leader is to: 

 Provide a strategic lead and direction for the curriculum ensuring appropriate 
coverage of the curriculum and our learning guarantees. 

 Support and offer advice to colleagues on issues related to their subject. 

 Monitor pupil progress. 

 Provide efficient resource management. 

 Keep up to date with developments in their key area of learning at both national and 
local levels. 

 Review the way their subject is taught in the school and plan for improvement linking 
to whole school priorities. 

 Monitor how their subject is taught through monitoring the medium and short term 
planning ensuring that appropriate teaching strategies are used. 

 Lead sustainable improvement through supporting colleagues and others. 

 Reviewing curriculum plans for their key areas ensuring there is full coverage of the 
National curriculum and that progression is planned for. 

 Judge standards within their subjects so they indicate the achievements of children 
at each key stage and indicate expectations of attainment. 



 Evaluate teaching, learning and assessment within their subjects. 

 Audit, order and manage resources to enhance learning experiences for the pupils. 

Curriculum Monitoring and Review 

Evaluation is essential for the planning and development of the curriculum. Our governing 
body’s curriculum committee is responsible for monitoring the way the school curriculum is 
implemented. The governors liaise with the subject leaders, and monitor the way the school 
teaches each subject. 

The Headteacher is responsible for the day to day organisation of the curriculum. Subject 
leaders monitor lesson plans of all teachers, ensuring that all classes are taught the full 
requirements of the National Curriculum. 

 

Curriculum Subjects at Oakley Cross Primary School  

Science  

Primary science education provides the foundations for understanding the world through 

the specific disciplines of biology, chemistry and physics. Science has changed our lives 

and is vital to the world’s future prosperity, and all children at Oakley Cross Primary will be 

taught essential aspects of the knowledge, methods, processes and uses of science. 

Through building up a body of key foundational knowledge and concepts, children will be 

encouraged to recognise the power of rational explanation and develop a sense of 

excitement and curiosity about natural phenomena. They will be encouraged to understand 

how science can be used to explain what is occurring, predict how things will behave, and 

analyse causes. 

Key stage 1  

The principal focus of science teaching in key stage 1 is to enable pupils to experience and 

observe phenomena, looking more closely at the natural and humanly-constructed world 

around them. Pupils will be encouraged to be curious and ask questions about what they 

notice. Teachers will help  develop their understanding of scientific ideas by using different 

types of scientific enquiry to answer their own questions, including observing changes over 

a period of time, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying things, carrying out simple 

comparative tests, and finding things out using secondary sources of information. Children 

will begin to use simple scientific language to talk about what they have found out and 

communicate their ideas to a range of audiences in a variety of ways. Most of the learning 

about science in Key stage 1 will be done through the use of first-hand practical 

experiences, but there should also be some use of appropriate secondary sources, such as 

books, photographs and videos.  

Lower key stage 2 – years 3-4  

The principal focus of science teaching in lower key stage 2 is to enable children to broaden 

their scientific view of the world around them. Lower Key Stage 2 children will ask their own 



questions about what they observe and make some decisions about which types of 

scientific enquiry are likely to be the best ways of answering them, including observing 

changes over time, noticing patterns, grouping and classifying things, carrying out simple 

comparative and fair tests and finding things out using secondary sources of information. 

They will draw simple conclusions and use some scientific language to write about what 

they have found out.  

Upper key stage 2 – years 5-6  

The principal focus of science teaching in upper key stage 2 is to enable children to develop 

a deeper understanding of a wide range of scientific ideas. They will encounter more 

abstract ideas and begin to recognise how these ideas help them to understand and predict 

how the world operates. They should also begin to recognise that scientific ideas change 

and develop over time. Children will become more confident  at selecting  the most 

appropriate ways to answer science questions using different types of scientific enquiry, 

including observing changes over different periods of time, noticing patterns, grouping and 

classifying things, carrying out comparative and fair tests and finding things out using a 

wide range of secondary sources of information. Children will draw conclusions based on 

their data and observations, use evidence to justify their ideas, and use their scientific 

knowledge and understanding to explain their findings. 

 

 

Religious Education  

In conjunction with the UNCRC and Respectful Relationships policy. 

UNCRC Article 28: All children have the right to an education. 

UNCRC Article 14: Every child has the right to think and believe what they want and 
also to practise their religion, as long as they are not stopping other people from 
enjoying their rights. Governments must respect the rights of parents to give their 
children guidance about this right. 

The importance of Religious Education 

“RE helps to promote the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of 
children, and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences of later 
life. Through RE children can develop skills e.g. discernment, critical thinking and 
reasoning. RE gives opportunities for children to listen to others, hear and analyse 
conflicting viewpoints and develop empathy and respect. “ (Agreed Syllabus 2012 p4). 

At Oakley Cross we aim to: 

 encourage our children to be creative, unique, open-minded and independent 
individuals, 



 help children be respectful of themselves and of others in our school, our local 
community and the wider world,, 

 nurture our children on their journey through adult life so they can grow into 
caring, responsible adults who make a positive difference to the world. 

RE is usually taught as a discrete subject either on a weekly basis or as a defined ‘block’ of 
work.  Where links can be clearly made it may be additionally addressed on a cross-
curricular basis or as a part of lessons in other curriculum areas.  

 

 

Computing 
 
The computing curriculum aims to equip children to use computational thinking and 
creativity to support them to understand and change the world. Thus, children, across both 
Key Stages, through the guidance of the ‘Rising Stars Computing scheme’, are taught the 
principles of information and computation, how digital systems work, and how to put this 
knowledge to use through programming. In addition, children will become equipped to use 
information technology to create programs, systems and a range of content.  
 
E-safety aspects are intertwined, to ensure that children become digitaly literate and are 
able to effectively use information and communication technology at a level suitable for 
future workplace and as active participants in a digital world. The SWGfL ‘Digital Literacy’ 
progression plans will be used to inform the teaching of e-safety from Early Years to Key 
Stage 2.  
 

 

Physical Education 

At Oakley Cross children participate in two hours physical education (PE) per week, in 

order to develop PE skills and overall fitness. Children begin by learning fundamental skills 

focusing on movement, throwing and catching, and then continue to develop skills in a 

range of different games. Development of skills allows the children to develop confidence 

and ability in a range of areas, working in dependently and alongside others. As this 

develops children are then offered a wide range of opportunities to apply skills to 

competitive games, both in school and with children from other schools. In addition children 

are able to attend a wide range of after school sporting clubs which are ran throughout the 

year. 

 

Art and Design 
 
At Oakley Cross our aim is for art and design education to engage, inspire and challenge 
our children, equipping them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, invent and create 
their own works of art, craft and design. As our children progress throughout school, they 
should be able to think critically and develop a deeper understanding of art and design. 



They should also know how art and design both reflect and shape our history, and 
contribute to the culture, creativity and wealth of our nation.  
 
Key stage 1  
 
Children should be taught to use a range of materials,drawing, painting and sculpture. They 
will develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, 
shape, form and space . Oakley Cross children will learn about the work of a range of 
artists, craft makers and designers, describing the differences and similarities between 
different practices and disciplines, and making links to their own work.  
 
Key stage 2  
 
Children will develop the techniques practised in Key Stage 1 with a range of materials (eg. 
Charcoal, pastel, clay, textiles) and begin to create sketch books to record their 
observations and use them to review and revisit ideas . At our school children will increase 
their knowledge and understanding about great artists, architects and designers in history.  
 

 

Design and Technology 

Design and technology is an inspiring and practical subject. Using creativity and 

imagination, children at Oakley Cross will design and make products that solve real and 

relevant problems within a variety of contexts, considering their own and others’ needs, 

wants and values. Children will acquire a broad range of subject knowledge and draw on 

disciplines such as mathematics, science, engineering, computing and art. They will learn 

how to take risks, becoming resourceful, innovative, enterprising and capable citizens. 

Through the evaluation of past and present design and technology, they develop a critical 

understanding of its impact on daily life and the wider world.  

Key Stage 1  

Through a variety of creative and practical activities, children will work in a range of relevant 

contexts, such as the home and school, gardens and playgrounds, the local community, 

industry and the wider environment.  

When designing and making, children should be taught to:  

Design ,Make, Evaluate  and improve Technical knowledge for example : exploring how 

structures can be made stronger, stiffer and more stable and exploring and using 

mechanisms, such as levers, sliders, wheels and axles, in their products.  

Key Stage 2 

Through a variety of creative and practical activities, children should be taught the 

knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in the process of designing and 



making. They should work in a range of relevant contexts, such as the home, school, 

leisure, culture, enterprise, industry and the wider environment.  

When designing and making, children should be taught to:  

Design, Make (from a wider range of materials and tools) Evaluate and improve Technical 

knowledge eg. understanding how to strengthen, stiffen and reinforce more complex 

structures ,understand and use mechanical systems in their products, such as gears, 

pulleys, cams, levers and linkages ,understanding and using electrical systems in their 

products and using computers to programme, monitor and control their products.  

 

 

Geography  

At Oakley Cross a high-quality geography education should inspire in children a curiosity 

and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their 

lives. Our teaching should equip children with knowledge about diverse places, people, 

resources and natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the 

Earth’s key physical and human processes. We believe that, as children progress, their 

growing knowledge about the world should help them to deepen their understanding of the 

interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of 

landscapes and environments. Geographical knowledge provides the tools and approaches 

that explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected and 

change over time. 

Key stage 1  

At KS1 our teaching of geography should develop knowledge about the world, the United 

Kingdom and our locality. Children should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary 

relating to human and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including 

first-hand observation, to enhance their locational awareness. 

Our curriculum has been designed to cover the programmes of study in the new curriculum 

and focusses on developing children’s locational knowledge, place knowledge and 

knowledge about human and physical geography whilst allowing them to use their 

geographical skills and undertake relevant fieldwork within the school grounds and 

immediate local area. 

Key stage 2  

At KS2 children should extend their knowledge and understanding beyond the local area to 

include the United Kingdom and Europe, North and South America. This will include the 

location and characteristics of a range of the world’s most significant human and physical 

features. They should develop their use of geographical tools and skills to further enhance 

their locational and place knowledge.  Our KS2 curriculum has been designed to cover the 



programmes of study within the new national curriculum, developing children’s knowledge 

about the wider world as well as encouraging them to use their mathematical skills, IT skills, 

and research skills.  

 

 

History 

At Oakley Cross a high-quality history education will help children gain a coherent 

knowledge and understanding of Britain’s past and that of the wider world. It should inspire 

children’s curiosity to know more about the past. We believe that our teaching should equip 

children to ask perceptive questions, think critically, weigh evidence, sift arguments, and 

develop perspective and judgement. History will also help children to understand the 

complexity of people’s lives, the process of change, the diversity of societies and 

relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity and the challenges of 

their time. 

Key stage 1 

Children should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study 

fit within a chronological framework and identify similarities and differences between ways 

of life in different periods. They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. 

They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other 

sources to show that they know and understand key features of events. They should 

understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways 

in which it is represented. 

In planning to ensure the progression described above teachers will often introduce children 

to historical periods that they will study more fully at later key stages. At Oakley Cross, 

children will be taught about changes within living memory, events beyond living memory 

that are significant nationally or globally, the lives of significant individuals in the past who 

have contributed to national and international achievements and significant historical 

events, people and places in their own locality. 

Key stage 2  

Children should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding 

of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods 

they study. They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 

appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise 

historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and significance. 

They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 

organisation of relevant historical information and understand how our knowledge of the 



past is constructed from a range of sources and that different versions of past events may 

exist, giving some reasons for this.  

In planning to ensure the progression described above through teaching about British, local 

and world history, teachers should combine overview and depth studies to help children 

understand both the long arc of development and the complexity of specific aspects of the 

content. At Oakley Cross our KS2 history curriculum has been designed to cover the 

programmes of study outlined in the new curriculum document and also reflects our local 

history both within West Auckland, County Durham and the North East of England. 

 

Languages 

At Oakley Cross we believe that learning a foreign language is an engaging way of learning 

about other cultures. Our languages education will foster children’s curiosity and deepen 

their understanding of the world. Our teaching will be predominantly be focussed on the 

French language.  Our teaching will enable children to express their ideas and thoughts in 

another language and to understand and respond to its speakers, both in speech and in 

writing. It will also provide opportunities for them to communicate for practical purposes, 

learn new ways of thinking and read great literature in the original language. Language 

teaching will provide the foundation for learning further languages, equipping children to 

study and work in other countries. 

Our curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all children: 

 understand and respond to spoken and written French from a variety of authentic 
sources 

 speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of 
communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking 
questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation 

 can begin to write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt 

 discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in French. 

Our teaching will provide an appropriate balance of spoken and written language and will 
lay the foundations for further foreign language teaching at key stage 3. Children will have 
the opportunity to listen to stories, songs, rhymes and conversation.  They will begin to 
develop their pronunciation and intonation when speaking aloud.  They will extend their 
vocabulary, linked carefully with current topic work in class and will begin to read and write 
simple words and phrases in French. 

 

 

 



Music 

Music is a universal language that embodies one of the highest forms of creativity. At 
Oakley Cross, our music education will engage and inspire children to develop a love of 
music and their talent as musicians, and so increase their self-confidence, creativity and 
sense of achievement through the use of Durham’s music scheme ‘Cheranga’.  

The national curriculum for music aims to ensure that all children: 

 perform, listen to, review and evaluate music across a range of historical periods, 
genres, styles and traditions, including the works of the great composers and musicians 

 learn to sing and to use their voices, to create and compose music on their own and with 
others, have the opportunity to learn a musical instrument, use technology appropriately 
and have the opportunity to progress to the next level of musical excellence 

 understand and explore how music is created, produced and communicated, including 
through the interrelated dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, 
structure and appropriate musical notations 

 

At KS1 children will have opportunity to: 

 use their voices expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and 
rhymes 

 play tuned and untuned instruments musically 
 listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded 

music 
 experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of 

music 

At KS2 children will have opportunity to: 

 play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical 
instruments with increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression 

 improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions 
of music 

 listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory 
 use and understand staff and other musical notations 
 appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn 

from different traditions and from great composers and musicians 
 develop an understanding of the history of music 
 

 

 

 
 
 


