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Wow!  Where has the year gone? I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents, children, staff and 

governors for all of their hard work this year.  Together we make a great team.  I hope you all have a lovely 

summer break and take time to relax and recharge and I look forward to seeing everyone again in September. 
 

Goodbyes 

This year we are saying goodbye to a number of people.  First of all a temporary goodbye to Miss Richardson 

who is taking a year out to look after her twins; we wish her the very best and hope she visits with her babies 

in the new school year.  We want to say goodbye to Brooke, Lucy, Luke, Jake, Drew, Brianna, Connor, Molly, 

McHolan, Eve, Joseph, Lucia, Lily, Benjamin, Bradley, Hannah, Macey, Jack S, John Robert, Jack W and Joe who 

are leaving us to begin their new adventures in secondary school.  They have achieved a great deal this year; 

they have entertained us with their drama skills, shown determination and independence on school residentials, 

proved their teamwork skills during sporting events, provided role models and support for our younger children 

and they should all be very proud of their academic achievements too.   Good luck in your new secondary 

schools.  Finally we are saying goodbye to Phoebe, Georgia, Amelia, Sophie, Lily, Beaux, Willow, Charlie and 

Natalie in nursery.  We hope you will join us for our ‘Graduation Day’ to celebrate the achievements of our 

nursery children.  We wish them all good luck in big school! 
 

Sporting Events 

Both our Early Years sports sessions and our KS1 and KS2 sports morning were very successful.  The children 

had a great time taking part.  Our football team played Escomb in a ‘play off’ match to decide who was top of 

the summer league table.  Our team did a brilliant job as they have done all season and came second.  Thank you 

to those of you who came along to support these events. 
 

Oakley Cross Friends  

Our Oakley Cross Friends have been very busy again this term.  They have provided refreshments at each of 

our sporting events, organised a very successful family night at West Auckland Club and provided excellent 

support at the school summer fayre.  Their tireless efforts have been successful in raising £677 .  In the new 

school year, Oakley Cross Friends will be listening to funding applications from the children to help them decide 

on the next project they intend to support.  Thank you all for your continued support, it is really appreciated. 
 

Summer Fayre 

Thank you very much for sending in donations and for coming along and joining in the fun at this event.  Our 

Summer Fair was a huge success and feedback was very positive.  I am sure you will agree that a huge thank you 

should go to the staff and volunteers who ran the stalls.  Well done all!! 
 

Most Improved Reader Competition 

The ‘most improved readers’ from each class are: Dalton (Blossom), Erin (Beech), Chloe (Pine), Paige (Willow), 

Lillie (Rowan), Sophie (Sycamore) and Connor (Maple).  All of these children will join Mrs Brannan and Mrs 
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Wilkinson for a visit to Tesco.  They will choose their own book as a prize for their efforts.  Well done and keep 

up the good work. 
 

Maple Class Production ‘A Night at the Movies’ 

The children put on a fantastic show for friends and family.  They really wowed the audience with their singing 

and dancing skills.  Thank you to those of you who came along to support the children and we wish them the best 

of luck in the final at Staindrop School on Monday. 
 

 

Visits and Visitors 

We had a visit from the German brass band ‘Beat and Blow’ which was enjoyed by all of the children.  Our 

Nursery children certainly knew how to get the party started!  Thank you to those parents, friends and family 

who came along to join in the fun. 
 

EYFS had a fantastic day at the beach.  The children really enjoyed their day and I am told there were some 

very tired boys and girls! Sycamore class visited Auckland Castle and enjoyed exploring British History through 

story, dance, photography, fashion and song.  The children behaved really well and were great ambassadors for 

Oakley Cross.   
 

Our children took part in an international day and worked in mixed age groups across the school to learn more 

about other countries and their cultures and beliefs.  There was some excellent feedback from both the 

children and staff.  Sycamore class also led a very interesting assembly for children, parents and our Brazilian 

visitors where they shared their learning about Brazil; its music, language, sport, culture, the favelas, and 

famous people.  As part of our International Schools work we have forged links with a school in Brazil and 

Sycamore class has become the ‘link class’.  They have written to pen pals and we hope to have replies in the 

new school year. Thank you to Mrs Wilkinson for organising these events. 
 

Our Year 5 children took part in curriculum days at King James, Bishop Barrington and Staindrop.  The 

feedback from all schools was very positive and our children did Oakley Cross proud.  I hope these visit days 

have helped the children to make up their minds about which secondary school they might like to choose next 

year.  Well done Year 5! 
 

Timings of the school day 

From September, our school day will begin at 8:55 as usual and end at 3:15pm rather than 3:00pm. 
 

School Lunches 

School lunches continue to be free for children in Blossom, Beech and Pine classes but from September lunches 

for KS2 children will cost £2:00 per day (£10.00 per week) 
 

Rights Respecting Steering Group 

Mrs Wilkinson is leading our quest to gain Level 2 Rights Respecting School Status.  If any parents would like to 

be involved I this work and offer some support we would very much appreciate it.  Please speak to Mrs 

Wilkinson as soon as possible. 
 

Staying Safe 

The children participated in lessons and a whole school assembly to remind each other of our right to be safe 

and how to stay safe online.  The children talked about using the internet safely, pop ups, gaming and social 

media.  Please reinforce these messages at home. 
 

Please be careful as you are out and about this summer especially near open water and woodland.  We have had a 

report of a member of our school community coming into contact with Lyme Disease caught through a tick bite.  

Our PCSOs also asked me to remind you of safety near water.  Be extra vigilant and stay safe.  
 

 
Happy holidays! 

R Brannan 

Dates for your Diary 

Monday 18th July    Nursery Graduation 

Monday 18th July    EYFS Ball in school 

Tuesday 19th July   Y6 Prom – Manor House Hotel, 6:30pm 

Wednesday 20th July   Y6 Leaver’s assembly – 9:10am  

Wednesday 20th July   Last day of term 

Tuesday 6th September    School term begins 
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