
Head Teacher, Mrs R Brannan      email: oakleycross@durhamlearning.net     Tel: 01388 833186 

Newsletter 

15th March 2019 

 
 

 

World Book day in School 

Thank you very much to those of you who supported our World Book Day activities last week.  The children had 

some amazing costumes and were really keen to talk about their favourite books and stories. It was lovely to see so 

many children enjoying stories with you during our early morning reading time and we were very impressed with all 

of the ‘Book in a Jar’ entries.  Well done to all of the children who took part, they all received a prize for their 

efforts and a special well done to Isla, Coby and AJ who were overall winners.  Overall we raised £119 for Comic 

Relief through the ‘fines’ paid.  If you have not yet made a donation to comic relief and wish to do so, please send 

in your donations with your child. 
 

Rowan Class Special Person Lunch 

Thank you very much to those of you who came along to enjoy lunch with your child.  It is a lovely opportunity for 

our children to share their lunchtime at school with you and it was great to see so many of you there. Thank you to 

our kitchen staff for once again working so hard to prepare some delicious choices.   
 

Goodbyes and Welcome back 

We want to welcome Shelley our school cook back to school following maternity leave and a huge thank you to 

Sharon for taking good care of our school kitchen in her absence.  We are also proud to report that during our 

recent inspection, our school kitchen was awarded a food hygiene rating of 5 – the best you can get.  Well done to 

our kitchen team! 
 

Breakfast 

In a recent survey in school we were surprised to find that 15% of our children come to school without having had 

any breakfast.  You’ve probably heard the good old saying “breakfast is the most important meal of the day” a 

million times before; but research would indicate that this is true!  This is especially true when it comes to 

children.  Eating a healthy breakfast before starting the school day is linked to improved concentration, better 

progress, increased energy and even improved behaviours.  Breakfast is especially important for young children 

whose brains use up about half of the body’s energy.  A number of children claim they don’t have breakfast 

because they didn’t have time as they slept in and were rushing to get to school.  Please remember we do offer a 

free breakfast club to all of our children in school.  Getting up a little earlier and coming to school for 8:15 would 

ensure your child had time for breakfast and they will be ready for the challenges of the school day ahead.  I am 

sure you can appreciate that feeling hungry is not a comfortable feeling and it can feel like a very long time until 

lunchtime. 
 

Nursery Places 

We still have a small number of nursery places for children turning 2 years and 3 years. If you are interested in a 

nursery place or would like more information about our nursery please call in to school. 
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Book Fair 

Next week we will have the Scholastic Book Fair in school.  Children can view the books with you after school and 

any children wishing to purchase books can claim their £1 world book day voucher against the cost.   
 

Parent, Child and Teacher Meetings 

These meetings will take place in school week beginning 25th March.  Please look out for an invitation from your 

child coming soon.  This is a good opportunity to share some of your child’s learning, find out how your child is doing 

and discuss any concerns you may have. 
 

Parent Mail 

You will already have received some information regarding our new communications platform ‘Parent Mail’.  This will 

replace our current system of sending texts to parents and will also help us to cut down on the number of paper 

letters you receive.  We will be moving towards letters and information all being sent electronically in the near 

future.  This will allow you to keep all of the information in one place and reduce the number of lost letters as we 

know ‘children post’ is not always the most efficient! 
 

PE Kit 

PE is a compulsory element of the curriculum and children must have a PE kit in school at all times – plain 

black/navy shorts, plain, white t-shirt and plimsolls or indoor trainers.  We have a number of children without PE 

kits and will be contacting parents to ask for your support in sending this into school. 
 

Attendance 

Thank you for your on-going support with improving school attendance.  Our school attendance is currently 95.31% 

which is still short of our 96% target!  We have some classes that are doing really well overall and some classes 

that are lagging behind.  Please make a huge effort to put your class at the top of the leaderboard: 
 

Blossom 96.5% (Fantastic, well done!) 

Maple  95.8% 

Pine   95.5% 

Rowan  95.5% 

Sycamore 94.9%   

Willow  94.9%   

Beech  94.1% (Oh dear...come on Beech!) 
 

Your child’s attendance is really important and we will contact parents of children where attendance is causing 

concern to offer further advice and support. We are being monitored closely by the local authority; low 

attendance could trigger their intervention and persistent absence can lead to parents being issued a fine or 

further enforcement action. 
 

 

 

Should you wish to speak to a member of staff about any of the information in this newsletter please do not 

hesitate to get in touch. 

Thank you, 
 

Mrs Brannan         
 

Every child has the right to privacy – Article 16 

Dates for your Diary 

Monday 18th March   Book fair in school 

Thursday 21st March   Beech and Pine to visit Locomotion 

Week beginning 25th March  Parent and Teacher meetings (more information to follow) 

Tuesday 26th March   Y2 Multiskills Festival 

Monday 1st April   Sycamore to visit Housesteads Roman Fort 

Wednesday 3rd April   Drama group visit to the theatre 

Friday 5th April    End of term 

Tuesday 23rd April   Return to school 
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