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    Newsletter   
       19th July 2018 

 

Here we are again at the end of another academic year.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank staff,  

governors, parents and children for all of their hard work this year.  Together we make a super team and have 

achieved some great things this year.   
 

Goodbyes 

This year we are saying goodbye to a number of people.  First of all goodbye to Mrs Hewitt who is moving away 

to Shropshire; we hope she has lots of exciting adventures to come, wish her the very best of luck in the 

future and thank her for all of her hard work at Oakley Cross.  We also need to say thank you and goodbye to 

Miss Stockdale who is leaving us temporarily to have a baby.  We hope she enjoys a rest before the pitter- 

patter of tiny feet keeps her awake at night!  I hope you will also join me in wishing Mrs Richardson huge 

congratulations as she is getting married over the summer.  We hope she enjoys her very special day!   

 

We want to say goodbye to Kelsie, Lillie, Amy, Nicole, Millie, Imogen, Codie, Liam, Malcolm, Dillon, Jimmy and 

George who are leaving us to begin their new adventures in secondary school.  They have shown resilience, 

determination and hard work this year and I am sure will be leaving Oakley Cross with many happy memories.  

They should all be very proud of their efforts and achievements.   Good luck in your new secondary schools.   

 

Finally we are saying goodbye Alfie, Ava, Daniel, Mason, Sienna, Elliott, Iyla, Jake, Isabelle and Grace in 

nursery.  Thank you for joining us for our ‘Graduation Day’ to celebrate the achievements of our nursery 

children.  We wish them all good luck in big school! 
 

Sporting Events 

Both our Early Years sports morning and our KS1 and KS2 sports afternoon were very successful.  The children 

had a great time taking part.  Thank you to those of you who came along to support these events.  We would 

also like to thank the SPAR shop for sponsoring our sports day and providing the children with refreshments. 
 

Oakley Cross Friends  

Our Oakley Cross Friends have been very busy again this term.  They have provided refreshments at each of 

our sporting events and provided support at the school summer fayre.  Their tireless efforts have been 

successful in raising more money to benefit all of the children in school.  They part sponsored our Dinosaur Day 

which the children really enjoyed and they also part funded the renovations to our quad area to make a bright 

and stimulating additional learning space.  We would really love some new volunteers to enhance the team in 

September.  If you feel like you could contribute a little time to support some of our school events please speak 

to Mrs Lowrie or one of our Oakley Cross Friends.  We understand everyone has commitments but any time you 

could give would be really appreciated.  Thank you all for your continued support. 
 

Summer Fayre 

Thank you very much for sending in donations and for coming along and joining in the fun at this event.  Our 

Summer Fayre was a huge success and feedback was very positive.  I am sure you will agree that a huge thank 

you should go to the staff and volunteers who ran the stalls.  Well done all!! 

 

Most Improved Reader Competition 

The ‘most improved readers’ from each class are: Blake (Blossom), Liam (Beech), Isla (Pine), Greg (Y3), Kyreece 

(Y4), Rhys M (Y5) and Codie (Y6).  All of these children joined Mrs Brannan and Mrs Lowrie for a visit to Tesco.  
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They chose their own book as a prize for their efforts and enjoyed a drink in the cafe.  Well done and keep up 

the good work. 
 

Maple Class Production of ‘Annie’ 

The children put on a fantastic show for friends and family.  They really wowed the audience with their acting, 

singing and dancing skills.  Thank you to those of you who came along to support the children and well done to 

Mr Stevens for writing a modern day Oakley Cross version of Annie! 

 

Oakley Cross Time Capsule 

As I am sure many of you are aware our children have been involved in a project with the Parish Council, 

Copeland Road Primary School and St Helen Auckland Primary School to develop a time capsule to be placed in 

the village pant on the green.  The children have added their thoughts about what our school and West 

Auckland is like now and their thoughts on what it will be like in 50 years’ time, photographs and examples of 

work from across the school.  This time capsule was placed in the pant during a short ceremony on 17th July and 

will be opened in 50 years’ time.  It was lovely to see some of our families come along to support and we hope 

future generations will witness the opening of the time capsules 50 years from now!  We would like to thank Mr 

Robinson for leading this project in school. 

 

Visits and Visitors 

Blossom class had a fantastic day at Hamsterley Forest.  The children really enjoyed their day and I am told 

there were some very tired boys and girls! Our Afternoon Nursery children visited Tiny Town in Darlington and 

loved exploring the role play situations on offer.  Maple class visited the Metrocentre as their post SATs treat.  

They enjoyed having lunch at Pizza Hut and fun at the bowling alley.  The children behaved really well and were 

great ambassadors for Oakley Cross.  Our Year 5 children have visited Staindrop School and taken part in a 

number of activities to help them decide on their future school choice and our Year 6 children made their first 

steps to secondary school last week.  Willow class had a really great time exploring the local area, collecting 

equipment for den building and toasting treats on the fire.  Their excellent attitude and behaviour was 

commented upon and they did us proud.  Well done Willow!  Blossom, Beech ad Pine class invited their teddies 

along to school for a picnic this week.  They had a lovely afternoon and we would like to thank parents for 

sending in treats for the picnic.  It is very much appreciated. 
 

First Aid in School 

Children in Pine, Willow, Sycamore and maple classes have had some first aid training this half term delivered in 

partnership with St John Ambulance and the County Durham Housing Group.  I am sure the children will have 

come home and shared some of their learning with you.  We know this is a real life skill and hope they are more 

confident should they ever be faced with an emergency first aid situation and we hope this is something we can 

continue to provide in the future. 

 

Attendance 

Our overall attendance today stands at 95.1% which is quite disappointing and short of our 96% target.  We 

really need your continued support next academic year to achieve 96%.  Please make a huge effort to help 

improve attendance and put your class at the top of the leader board.   
 

Maple   96.60 %  (well done!) 

Beech   96.56%   (so close!) 

Sycamore 95.89%  

Pine  94.45%   

Willow   94.36% 

Blossom 92.90%   
 

Your child’s attendance is really important and we will contact parents of children where attendance is causing 

concern to offer further advice and support. We are being monitored closely by the local authority; low 
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attendance could trigger their intervention and persistent absence can lead to parents being issued a fine or 

further enforcement action. 

 

School Lunches 

School lunches continue to be free for children in Blossom, Beech and Pine classes.  From September lunches 

for KS2 children will cost £2:05 per day (£10.25 per week). School dinner money should be paid at the start of 

the week, sent in with children in a named envelope.  In September we will be moving over to a more robust and 

auditable method of recording school lunch arrangements and payments.  In order for this new system to work 

effectively, all changes to lunch arrangements must be given in writing with 2 weeks’ notice.  The system does 

not recognise midweek changes to lunch preferences which could result in parents being charged for a meal 

that wasn’t taken or no meal being provided for a child. 

Uniform 

We are very proud of how smart our children look in school.  Our uniform consists of: black or grey 

trousers/skirts (not leggings or track suit bottoms), a white or pale blue polo shirt and a maroon sweatshirt, 

cardigan or jumper.  Blue gingham dresses may be worn in the summer.  Children should wear sensible black 

school shoes or plain black trainers, but not brightly coloured trainers/shoes.  To prevent losing any part of the 

uniform all belongings must be labelled. Jewellery must not be worn to school. 

 

School Timings 

School begins at 8.55 a.m. and it is important children arrive to start the school day on time so they don’t miss 

introductions to lessons.  Children are allowed on to the premises at 8.45 a.m. as there is supervision on the 

playground and skip 2b fit will be taking place.   School finishes at 3:15 p.m.  Nursery sessions run from 8:45am 

to 11:45am and 12:30pm to 3:30pm.  Your nursery child will be allocated one of these sessions. 

 

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club begins at 8.15a.m. and all children should enter through the Sports Hall entrance.  It costs 50p 

a day for cereal, toast and a drink – a filling and healthy breakfast!  Please do not leave children at school 

before 8:15a.m. as there are no adults available to supervise the car park area and we do not want the children’s 

safety to be compromised in any way. 

 
 

 
Happy holidays! 

R Branna 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you all have a lovely summer break and take time to relax and recharge and I look forward to seeing 

everyone again in September.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with school if you wish to discuss anything.  

 

Thank you. 

 

R Brannan 

 
Every child has the right to an education.  Article 28 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Friday 20th July    Brass Band in school – Parents welcome from 1:30pm 

Friday 20th July     Last day of term 

Tuesday 4th September    School term begins 
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School holidays 2018-2019 
 

YEAR 18/19 

AUTUMN HALF TERM Friday 19th October 18 Monday 29th October 18 

CHRISTMAS 18 Friday 21st December 18 Tuesday 8th January 19 

SPRING HALF TERM Friday 15th February 19 Monday 25th February 19 

EASTER 19 Friday 5th April 19 Tuesday 23rd April 19 

MAY DAY Friday 3rd May 19 Tuesday 7th May 19 

SUMMER HALF TERM Friday 24th May 19 Tuesday 4th June 19 

SUMMER 19 Friday 19th July 19 TBC 
 

 

 Inset 18 / 19 

3rd September 18, 7th Jan 19, 3rd June 19 
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