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Well…there goes another academic year.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank my staff, governors, 

parents and children for all of their hard work this year.  Together we have continued to achieve great things. 
 

Goodbyes 

This year we are saying goodbye to a number of people.  First of all goodbye to Mrs Summerill who will be 

teaching at North Park Primary School from September - we wish her the very best of luck in the future and 

thank her for all of her hard work at Oakley Cross.  We also need to say thank you and goodbye to Mr Robson 

who is leaving to pursue a new career working for the police service.  Mr Murdoch and Miss Sowerby have both 

successfully completed their apprenticeships and are ready to follow their chosen careers now.  We wish them 

all the best of luck.  We are also saying goodbye and good luck to Mrs Wilkinson who will be Acting Head 

Teacher of Edmondsley Primary School in September.  She has promised to keep in touch. 
 

We want to say goodbye to Brianna, Bree, Bethany, Amelia N, Amelia K, Keira, Rawnie, Leonna, Paige, Ruby 

Elizabeth, Ruby, Olivia, Mia, Caitlin, Stephen-Reece, Stephen, Mason, Henry-Joe, Rhys M, Rhys T, Benn, Blake, 

Freddie and Joseph who are leaving us to begin their new adventures in secondary school.  They have shown 

resilience, determination and a great deal of hard work this year and I am sure will be leaving Oakley Cross with 

many happy memories.  They should all be very proud of their efforts and achievements, having achieved 

extremely good results in their SATs this year.   Good luck in your new secondary schools.   
 

Finally we are saying goodbye to Iylah-Mae, Neive, Leon, Pio, Indie-Leigh, Amber-Mae, Esmia and Tegam-Mae in 

nursery.  Thank you for joining us for our ‘Graduation Day’ to celebrate the achievements of our nursery 

children.  We wish them all good luck in their new big school! 
 

Sporting Events 

Both our Early Years sports morning and our KS1 and KS2 sports afternoon were very successful.  The children 

had a great time taking part.  Thank you to those of you who came along to support these events.  We would 

also like to thank the SPAR shop for sponsoring our sports day and providing the children with refreshments.  

This support is very much appreciated.  Our Y5 and Y6 children have also been busy in a number of sporting 

events.  The children have taken part in our local school’s Basketball Competition, the Football world cup 

tournament and the netball world cup tournament.  They competed well and represented school well with their 

usual high standards of behaviour and sportsmanship. 
 

Superstar of the Term 

Our Superstars this term are: Sonny (Blossom), Michael (Beech), Maria (Pine), Lilly (Willow), Sophie (Rowan), 

Justin (Sycamore) and Keira (Maple).  All of these children joined Mrs Brannan and Mrs Wilkinson for a visit to 

Molly’s Tearoom in the village.  They enjoyed a drink of hot chocolate or milkshake and a delicious slice of cake.  

Well done and keep up the good work.  Thank you again to the staff of Molly’s Tearoom for making us feel so 

welcome. 
 

Maple Class Production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’ 

Our Y6 children put on an amazing show for friends and family this week.  We were blown away by their acting, 

singing and dancing skills.  Thank you to those of you who came along to support the children and well done to 

Mr Robinson and Mrs Lowrie for helping the children shine and to all of the staff who gave time to help with 

props and costumes.  
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Visits and Visitors 

Blossom Class , Beech Class and Pine Class had a fantastic day at the beach this week.  The children really 

enjoyed their day and I am told there were some lovely comments from members of the public regarding our 

children’s fantastic behaviour! Saplings had a wonderful time exploring Hall Hill Farm and Acorns visited Tiny 

Town in Darlington - they loved exploring the role play situations on offer.  Thank you to all those who 

supported our school visits.  It is very much appreciated.  Maple class also visited South Shields this week as 

their post SATs treat.  They enjoyed playing on the beach, paddling in the sea, a fish and chip lunch, an ice-

cream playtime and a trip to the amusement arcade to end the day.  A group of our Y6 children also had an 

amazing time in London.  They explored the sights, took in a musical and saw London from the top of the London 

Eye.  Thank you to Mr Robinson, Mrs Lowrie and Miss Comerford for giving up family time to make this event 

possible. 
 

Water Play Treat 

Our annual water play afternoon was a huge success though I am not sure if it was enjoyed more by staff or 

children!  We were lucky to have good weather as this is something the children particularly enjoy as their 

summer treat.  Thank you for sending the children in to school with spare clothes and towels.  It is much more 

comfortable for them once we have finished. 
 

Oakley Cross Calendar 

We have a display of photographs from every month of the year in school.  We don’t want to leave our ‘August’  

board empty so we would like you to send in some photographs showing your child enjoying his/her summer 

break.  Photos can be emailed to oakleycross@durhamlearning.net.  We look forward to seeing what everyone 

has been up to.  Thank you. 
 

Attendance 

Our overall attendance today stands at 95.02% which is quite disappointing and short of our 96% target.  We 

really need your continued support next academic year to achieve 96%.  Please make a huge effort to help 

improve attendance and put your class at the top of the leader board.   
 

Rowan   95.9 %  (well done!) 

Maple   95.9%  (well done!) 

Pine  95.3%  

Willow  95.0%   

Sycamore  94.8% 

Blossom 94.5% 

Beech    93.8% 
 

Your child’s attendance is really important and we will contact parents of children where attendance is causing 

concern to offer further advice and support. We are being monitored closely by the local authority; low 

attendance could trigger their intervention and persistent absence can lead to parents being issued a fine or 

further enforcement action. 
 

School Lunches 

School lunches continue to be free for children in Blossom, Beech and Pine classes.  From September lunches 

for KS2 children will cost £2:05 per day (£10.25 per week). School dinner money should be paid at the start of 

the week, sent in with children in a named envelope.  All changes to lunch arrangements must be given in writing 

with 2 weeks’ notice.  The system does not recognise midweek changes to lunch preferences which could result 

in parents being charged for a meal that wasn’t taken or no meal being provided for a child. 

Uniform 

We are very proud of how smart our children look in school.  Our uniform consists of: black or grey 

trousers/skirts (not leggings or track suit bottoms), a white or pale blue polo shirt and a maroon sweatshirt, 

cardigan or jumper.  Blue gingham dresses may be worn in the summer.  Children should wear sensible black 
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school shoes or plain black trainers, but not brightly coloured trainers/shoes.  To prevent losing any part of the 

uniform all belongings must be labelled. Jewellery must not be worn to school. 
 

School Timings 

School begins at 8.55 a.m. and it is important children arrive to start the school day on time so they don’t miss 

introductions to lessons.  Children are allowed on to the premises at 8.45 a.m. as there is supervision on the 

playground and skip 2b fit will be taking place.   School finishes at 3:15 p.m.  Nursery sessions run from 8:45am 

to 11:45am and 12:30pm to 3:30pm.  Your nursery child will be allocated one of these sessions. 
 

Breakfast Club  

Breakfast Club begins at 8.15a.m. and all children should enter through the Sports Hall entrance.  Breakfast 

Club is free and breakfasts consist of cereal, toast, fruit, yoghurt and a drink – a filling and healthy breakfast!  

Please do not leave children at school before 8:10a.m. as there are no adults available to supervise the car park 

area and we do not want the children’s safety to be compromised in any way. 

 
 

 
Happy holidays! 

R Branna 

 

 

I hope you all have a lovely summer break and take time to relax and recharge and I look forward to seeing 

everyone again in September.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with school if you wish to discuss anything.  
 

Thank you. 
 

R Brannan 
 

Every child has the right to an education.  Article 28 

 

 

School holidays 2019-2020 
 

 

YEAR 19/20 

AUTUMN HALF TERM Friday 25th October 19 Monday 4th November 19 

CHRISTMAS 18 Friday 20th December 19 Tuesday 7th January 20 

SPRING HALF TERM Friday 14th February 20 Monday 24th February 20 

EASTER 19 Friday 3rd April 20 Monday 20th April 20 

MAY DAY Thursday 7th May 20 Monday 11th May 20 

SUMMER HALF TERM Friday 22nd May 20 Tuesday 2nd June 20 

SUMMER 19 Friday 17th July 20 TBC 

 

Inset 2019/2020 

 

2nd and 3rd September 19, 6th Jan 20, 20th July 20 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Wednesday 4th September    School term begins 
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