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Christmas Events 

We have had a very busy couple of weeks which I know the children have enjoyed.  Thank you to Mr Robinson, 

Drama Club, staff and children for delivering the fantastic production of ‘Fee, Fi, Fo, Fum’. This was most 

definitely a favourite among our audience!  Well done to Acorns, Saplings and Blossom for leading a super 

Christmas ‘Sing Song’.  Our children in Maple, Sycamore and Willow classes delivered a lovely service at St 

Helen’s Church.  If you were not able to make this event, we will be having our carols in school on Friday 22nd at 

2:00pm, led by Beech and Pine classes.  Please join us in the school hall.  We want to thank Shelley and Stacey 

in our school kitchen for cooking up a delicious Christmas lunch.  We had a lovely time; adding Christmas music 

and crackers to make it even more special.  Children from Saplings and Maple Class visited Devonshire House 

Nursing home together to sing for the residents.  Saplings introduced us to all of their friends at Devonshire 

House and we hope we were able to spread a little Christmas cheer!  The children have really enjoyed their 

Christmas parties so far this week.  There have been some very sparkly and smart outfits on display on the 

dance floor!  Thank you for supporting our parties by sending in party food items; it is really appreciated.  

There is also a lot of excitement around our visit to Darlington Hippodrome Theatre to see ‘Snow White’…Oh 

yes there is!  Thank you to Mrs Askwith and Mrs Wilkinson for organising this event.  We are having our 

Christmas Jumper Day on Friday 22nd December.  Children are asked to donate £1 for the save the Children 

fund.  Thank you in advance for your support. 
 

Oakley Cross Friends 

Thank you to Oakley Cross friends for supporting a number of our Christmas events this year.  Our Christmas 

raffle was very popular, but, there are still a few unclaimed prizes.  Please call into the office if you believe one 

of them is yours.  We also need to say a huge thank you as our PTA once again has managed to get in contact 

with Santa!  He visited all classes in school on Tuesday and left each child a gift. Thank you Santa! 
 

School Visits and Visitors 

Children in Acorns and Saplings had a lovely time at their own theatre performance of ‘The Littlest Christmas 

Elf’.  Thank you to parents for joining us in school and making this event so special for the children.  We were 

also happy to welcome our friends from Devonshire House who enjoyed the performance too.  Blossom Class had 

a festive time at Beamish; they had lots of fun despite the cold!  We want to thank King James Academy for 

inviting us to the BATH show this year.  Our older children went along and really enjoyed this event.  Maple 

Class also had a visit from the ERASE team who led an important workshop on staying safe online.  This is quite 

timely ahead of Christmas as I am sure there will be a number of new devices on Christmas lists! 
 

Reading  

Teachers have nominated the child in their class who they feel has been the ‘most improved reader’ this term.  

Well done to the following children: Amelia B, LeeLee, Mary Rose, Sophie, Pearl, Amelia N and Dillon.  They had 

a great time book shopping in Tesco and even more fun enjoying their hot chocolate in the cafe!  We really 

appreciate you taking time to hear your child read at home and 10 minutes each day has a very significant 

impact on improving their fluency and comprehension.  Mrs Jones is leading our school book club and savings 

club this year.  Children can still start to save a small amount each week and will have their very own savings 

card to keep a record of their savings which they can cash in at the end of each half term. 
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Attendance 

Thank you for your on-going support with improving school attendance.  Our school attendance is currently 

95.7% which is just short of our 96% target!  We have some classes that are doing really well overall and some 

classes that are lagging behind.  Please make a huge effort to put your class at the top of the leaderboard: 

 

Beech  98.3%  (Fantastic, well done!) 

Maple  97.4% 

Sycamore 96.1% 

Pine   95.5% 

Willow  94.2%  (most improved class over the past couple of weeks) 

Blossom 92.8%  (Oh dear…come on Blossom!) 

 

Your child’s attendance is really important and we will contact parents of children where attendance is causing 

concern to offer further advice and support. We are being monitored closely by the local authority; low 

attendance could trigger their intervention and persistent absence can lead to parents being issued a fine or 

further enforcement action. 
 

Vacancy – Parent Governor 

We are looking for a new parent governor to join our hardworking governing body in January. Any parents who 

are interested, please contact school by Friday 12th January for more information or to express your interest. 
 

Uniform  

We are very proud of how smart our children look in school.  Our uniform consists of: black or grey 

trousers/skirts (not leggings or track suit bottoms), a white or pale blue polo shirt and a maroon sweatshirt, 

cardigan or jumper.  Blue gingham dresses may be worn in the summer.  Children should wear sensible black 

school shoes or plain black trainers, but not brightly coloured trainers/shoes.  At this time of year it is 

appropriate for the children to wear wellies to keep their feet dry, but, could you please send along a pair of 

indoor shoes? It is not healthy to sit in wellies all day.  Jewellery should not be worn to school for health and 

safety reasons.  Please remove any earrings particularly on days when your child has P.E. 
 

Are your contact details up to date?  

It is important that we have up to date contact details for all children here on file at school. Mobile numbers 

change often and that we are not always able to contact parents when we need to.  Please drop us a note if you 

think we may not have your current contact number: home, work or mobile. 

 

Nursery Places 

We still have a small number of nursery places for children turning 2 years and 3 years. If you are interested in 

a nursery place or would like more information about our nursery, please call in to school.  

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you a very peaceful Christmas and a healthy and happy new year! 

 

Thank you, 

 

R Brannan 
Every child has the right to relax, play and take part in a wide range of cultural and artistic activities – Article 31 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Friday 22nd December   Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 22nd December   Carols in school (pm) 

Friday 22nd December    End of term 

Monday 8th January    School re-opens 

 

Clubs will start week beginning 15th January and diary dates will be released early next term 
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