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World Book Day 

This Thursday (1st March) is World Book Day and we have some exciting events planned.  Our KS2 children will 

be visiting Darlington Hippodrome to see ‘Awful Auntie’.  This has been a focus text in school and I am sure the 

children will really enjoy comparing the book and the play.  Our children in Blossom and KS1 will welcome a 

storyteller into school from Auckland Castle to hear about local history and explore the story of Pollard and 

the Boar.  All children are invited to dress up for the day as a favourite book character for £1 fine.  Children in 

KS1 may wish to dress as knights, dragons and princesses – to support their ‘Castles’ theme. 

 

Reading – Scholastic Book Fair 

This week we are holding a book fair in school.  Please come along with your child at the end of the school day to 

browse the brand new books on offer.  All children will receive their £1 World Book Day voucher which they can 

use as payment for/towards a book from the book fair this week.  We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

School Visits and Visitors 

Our Year 5 children are reaching the end of their mini police project; they have worked very hard and have 

explored some really important themes including anti-social behavior in the community.  We are really proud of 

them and look forward to seeing how they support others in respecting their community.  Our Y5 children 

visited Staindrop School last week for a variety of taster lessons.  They had an interesting day and 

represented our school well.  Willow Class has started a series of Science sessions at King James and we look 

forward to hearing more about their investigations in the coming weeks. On Friday our Year 5 and 6 children 

completed a number of workshops led by Show Racism the Red Card.  This was an action packed day combining 

attitudes in and towards sport and fitness with the really important themes of tolerance, respect and anti-

bullying.  Our thanks go to Dean and Richard for leading our sessions.  Blossom class visited our local café ‘The 

Well’ to support their play and learning and they had a super time sampling some of the treats on offer.  Beech 

and Pine class had a brilliant time at Hamsterley Forest; the cold weather certainly didn’t stop the fun.  They 

had a great time den building, paddling and exploring the adventure playground areas.  The children were a real 

credit to the school and their excellent listening skills and behaviour were commented on by the staff at 

Hamsterley Forest.  Willow Class represented our school really well in a local Multiskills festival held at St 

Johns School.  They enjoyed the activities and had a lot of fun. 

 

Learning at home 

We are really pleased with the high levels of engagement with our recent topic homework tasks.  It is lovely to 

see how many creative children (and parents) we have.  The teachers are thrilled with the models, powerpoint 

presentations, information leaflets and home baking all linked to their class topics.  Thank you for your support. 

Please remember all children have access to ‘Mathletics’ both in school and at home.  It would be really useful if 

you could remind your child to spend a short while at home using ‘Mathletics’ to improve their speed and fluency 

with number.  Some children also have a ‘Lexia’ licence to support their reading.  Again your support in 

encouraging your child to access ‘Lexia’ at home would be much appreciated.   We would also be grateful if you 

could spend a few minutes each day supporting your child with reading at home.  Ten minutes each day can really 

have a huge impact on your child’s fluency, expression and understanding.  Thank you. 
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Winter Weather 

We are forecast more snow this week.  We will aim as far as possible to remain open and will risk assess the 

situation on a regular basis.  If you do not hear from us please assume school is open as usual but keep a close 

eye on our school Facebook page, website and text service for any changes or closure information. 

 

Attendance 

Thank you for your on-going support with improving school attendance.  Our school attendance is currently 

95.5% which is still short of our 96% target!  We have some classes that are doing really well overall and some 

classes that are lagging behind.  Please make a huge effort to put your class at the top of the leaderboard: 

 

Beech  97.1%  (A great effort!) 

Maple  96.9% 

Sycamore 96.0% 

Pine   95.5% 

Willow  94.2%   

Blossom 93.2%  (Oh dear…come on Blossom!) 

 

Your child’s attendance is really important and we will contact parents of children where attendance is causing 

concern to offer further advice and support. We are being monitored closely by the local authority; low 

attendance could trigger their intervention and persistent absence can lead to parents being issued a fine or 

further enforcement action. 

 

Uniform  

We are very proud of how smart our children look in school.  Our uniform consists of: black or grey 

trousers/skirts (not leggings or track suit bottoms with logos), a white or pale blue polo shirt and a maroon 

sweatshirt, cardigan or jumper.  Children should wear sensible black school shoes or plain black trainers, but not 

brightly coloured trainers/shoes.  At this time of year it is appropriate for the children to wear wellies to keep 

their feet dry, but, could you please send along a pair of indoor shoes? It is not healthy to sit in wellies all day.  

Jewellery must not be worn to school for health and safety reasons.  Small stud earrings only should be worn 

but please remove any earrings particularly on days when your child has P.E. 

 

Internet safety 

The children have been very busy during e-safety week, have explored a range of themes and have thought 

about how to stay safe online.  We have put together an information booklet based on the children’s work which 

you will receive this week.  Our e-cadets have also been busy completing tasks which count towards their 

journey to becoming e-safety ambassadors.  Keep up the good work! 

 

Head lice 

We have had several reported cases of head lice in school.  Unfortunately unless everyone checks their child’s 

hair they will continue to spread.  Please check your child’s hair regularly and treat as necessary. 

 

Collection from After School Clubs 

The safety of our children is a prime concern for us.  We are still finding that children are being led across the 

school car park rather than along the pedestrian path when leaving school, particularly after clubs.  This poses 

a potential risk especially as cars will be exiting the car park at this time.  To ensure the children’s safety, we 

will lead children out of school via the main school gate after any clubs in school.  Please wait for your child near 

the parent shelter.  Thank you. 

 

Toys from home 

We have a number of children bringing toys in from home (slime is currently a favourite). Please discourage this 

as it causes issues and distractions amongst the children.   
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Gardening Club 

Miss Turner is hoping to run a gardening club after Easter.  She would really appreciate some support and 

advice from any keen gardeners out there.  If you are a gardening expert or enthusiast and would be willing to 

offer some advice and help out at our club we would love to hear from you.  Please pop in to school and see Miss 

Turner if you are interested or if you know someone who may be interested.   

 

Parking 

Please do not park on the zig-zag lines outside of school as it is very dangerous when the children are entering 

and leaving school.  I know it is tempting especially in bad weather but, park safely, away from school.  I am 

sure you will agree we really do not want any unnecessary accidents to happen.  Parents should not use the 

school car park at any time. 

 

Are your contact details up to date?  

It is important that we have up to date contact details for all children here on file at school. Mobile numbers 

change often and we are not always able to contact parents when we need to.  Please drop us a note if you think 

we may not have your current contact number: home, work or mobile. 

 

Nursery Places 

We still have a small number of nursery places for children turning 2 years and 3 years. If you are interested in 

a nursery place or would like more information about our nursery, please call in to school.  

 

 

Should you wish to speak to a member of staff about any of the information in this newsletter please do not 

hesitate to get in touch. 

 

Thank you, 

 

R Brannan 

 
Every child has the right to the best possible health care – Article 24 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Thursday 1st March     World Book Day 

      KS2 visit Darlington Hippodrome to see ‘Awful Auntie’ 

Tuesday 6th March     School Photograph day 

Wednesday 7th March    Year 5 Enterprise Challenge (King James) 

Monday 12th March     Willow Class Cricket festival 

Thursday 15th March    Willow Class Special Person Lunch 

Week Beginning 19th March   Parent and Teacher Meetings (more information to follow) 

Tuesday 20th March    Maple Class – Safety Carousel 

Wednesday 21st March    Blossom Class Dance festival 

Friday 23rd March    Sycamore Class visit the Discovery Museum 

Week Beginning 26th March   Easter Competition (more information to follow) 

Thursday 29th March    School closes for Easter 

Monday 16th April    School re-opens 
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