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Oakley Star 

Our Year 6 news team had a visit from Lyndsay, a reporter from the Teesdale Mercury.  

She was impressed with our school newspaper and the work the children have put in to this.  

The first edition is now ready and is full of news stories from around the school, 

competition winners and puzzles. If you wish to purchase a copy of this term’s Oakley Star, 

they are on sale now for 30p.   
 

Christmas Coffee Afternoon 

On Tuesday 18th December school will finish at 2pm as there will be a coffee afternoon and fair led by Oakley 

Cross Friends.  Children should be collected as usual and staff will show children out in the usual way.  Visiting 

stalls, children’s crafts, face painting and other activities will be available from 2pm in the school hall.  
 

Kindness Calendar 

As we approach Christmas, the school is supporting the kindness campaign by the British Red Cross. The 

children in each class have been asked to think about any acts of kindness they may do at school and at home. 

These will then be added to a special advent calendar in their class. If children undertake any acts of kindness 

at home, please send a note in so it can be noted down. 
 

Food donations to the Well 

After the success of our harvest table, the school is now welcoming donations for Christmas food parcels for 

the food bank at The Well. Each class is collecting donations which will be taken to The Well before the end of 

term. Tinned food, packets of food, toiletries, baby items (not clothing) and pet food would be gratefully 

received.  Please send in any donations by Friday 14th December. 
 

School Christmas Show 

Come along and enjoy this year’s Christmas performance of Kitty Whittington. Led by the                          

Drama group, the show will include all of the children from Reception to Year 6.  

Performances will be on: Thursday 13th December at 1.30pm and Friday 14th December at 9.30am 

Tickets are £1 – pay on the door. 
 

KS2 Carol Service in Church 

We will be taking our KS2 children to church for our Christmas Carol Service.  We would appreciate some 

additional help in walking the children to church.  If you are available from 1pm and could help, please let school 

know, thank you. 
 

Christmas Jumper Day 

Our Christmas Jumper day will be on Friday 21st December.  Children are invited to wear a Christmas jumper 

and pay £1 donation.  As suggested by our Rights Respecting Steering Group, all donations this year will be sent 

to the Alzheimer’s Society to support individuals and families looking after those with dementia. 
 

Carols in School 

You are invited along to our school carol service on Friday 21st at 1:30pm.  All of the children will be taking part 

in this service and you are welcome to join in with the singing too.  Children will be able to be collected from 

school following this service. Staff will lead children out in the usual way. 
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School Visits and Visitors 

Our Year 5 and 6 children had an enjoyable morning working with visitors from Teikyo University of Japan in 

Durham.  They explored cultural dress, art, writing and origami as well as learning how to use chopsticks!  Thank 

you to Mr Robinson for organizing this event.  We had a team of Year 5 and 6 children compete in the 

‘sportshall athletics’ tournament.  We finished the day in third place, and are awaiting confirmation of a place in 

the finals!  Well done to the children who represented our school so well and thank you to Mrs Lowrie and Mr 

Murdoch for taking the children along.  Our year 6 news team has a visit from Lyndsay, a reporter from the 

Teesdale Mercury.  She was impressed with our school newspaper and the work the children have put in to this.  

If you wish to purchase a copy of this term’s Oakley Star they are on sale for 30p.  Thank you to those of you 

who were able to join us for craft sessions in Nursery and Blossom Class.  We hope you enjoyed the sessions 

and we know the children love to share their learning with you! 
 

Learning at home 

Please remember children have access to ‘Times Table Rockstars’, ‘Lexia’, ‘Reading Plus’, ‘Fiction Express’ and 

‘Spelling Shed’ both in school and at home.  It would be really useful if you could remind your child to spend a 

short while at home using these resources to support their learning.   Now the dark evenings are here it would 

be a good way to stay entertained. We would also be grateful if you could spend a few minutes each day 

supporting your child with reading at home.  Ten minutes each day can really have a huge impact on your child’s 

fluency, expression and understanding.  Thank you. 
 

Attendance 

Thank you for your on-going support with improving school attendance.  Our school attendance is currently 

95.30%, which is still short of our 96% target! Please make a huge effort to help improve our school attendance 

and to put your class at the top of the leaderboard: 
 

Blossom 97.65% (well done) 

Pine  95.46% 

Rowan  95.28% 

Sycamore  95.19% 

Maple  94.65% 

Beech  94.55%  

Willow  94.38% (Oh dear…come on Willow!) 
 

Your child’s attendance is really important and we will contact parents of children where attendance is causing 

concern to offer further advice and support. We are being monitored closely by the local authority; low 

attendance could trigger their intervention and persistent absence can lead to parents being issued a fine or 

further enforcement action. 
 

Holiday Requests 

I have received several holiday requests recently, which are all considered on an individual basis.  Please 

remember I can only authorise leave in ‘exceptional circumstances’ and this does not generally include holidays.  

Please also be aware that exceptional is ‘rare’ or a ‘one off’ and not something that happens year in and year out.  

Holidays in term time have a huge impact on your child’s learning and they miss so much if they are absent for a 

week or more.  It is difficult to catch up and your child can become distressed when they find something tough 

having missed out on prior learning.  Please consider booking holidays in the 13 weeks allocated as school 

holidays rather than in the time we have dedicated to teaching and learning.   I have included the term dates 

for this academic year in this newsletter.  Thank you. 
 

Nursery Places 

We still have a few nursery places available after Christmas for children turning 2 and 3 years old.  If you are 

looking for a nursery place or know a friend who is, please pop in and we can show you around and add your 

child’s name to our waiting list.  If you receive a ‘golden ticket’, you are entitled to a place for your child.  Our 

‘Early Years’ Facebook Page is now up and running.  Check this out and share some of the fantastic experiences 

our children have.  It will also keep parents informed of up-coming events specifically tailored to our youngest 

children. 
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School Term Dates 2019 

 

HOLIDAY CLOSING DATE DATE RE-OPEN FOR TEACHING 

PURPOSES 

YEAR 18/19 

CHRISTMAS 18 Friday 21st December 18 Tuesday 8th January 19 

SPRING HALF TERM Friday 15th February 19 Monday 25th February 19 

EASTER 19 Friday 5th April 19 Tuesday 23rd April 19 

MAY DAY Friday 3rd May 19 Tuesday 7th May 19 

SUMMER HALF TERM Friday 24th May 19 Tuesday 4th June 19 

SUMMER 19 Friday 19th July 19 TBC 

 

Staff Training 18 / 19 

 7th Jan 19, 3rd June 19 

 

Should you wish to speak to a member of staff about any of the information in this newsletter please do not 

hesitate to get in touch. 

Thank you, 

R Brannan 
Every child has the right to a standard of living that is good enough to meet their physical, social and mental needs 

 – Article 27 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Thursday 13th December   EYFS Christmas Sing-Song (am) 

Thursday 13th December   Whole School Christmas Concert (1.30pm) 

Friday 14th December     Whole School Christmas Concert (9.30am) 

Monday 17th December    Beech & Pine Christmas party (pm) 

Monday 17th December    KS2 Carol service at St Helen’s Church (1.30pm start) 

Tuesday 18th December    Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 19th December   KS1 & KS2 Panto trip (pm) 

Wednesday 19th December   Saplings, Acorns & Blossom Christmas party 

Thursday 20th December    EYFS Littlest Elf Show/Saplings, Acorns & Blossom (am) 

Thursday 20th December    Willow, Rowan, Sycamore & Maple Christmas party  

Friday 21st December    Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 21st December    Carols in school (1.30pm) 

Friday 21st December     End of term 

Tuesday 8th January     School re-opens 
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Parent Governor Vacancy 
We still have a vacancy for a parent governor on our school Governing Body.  I have attached some information 

regarding the role below.  Should you be interested and want to know a little more, please call into school. 

 

The Role and Responsibilities of Parent Governors 

 

As a parent governor you hold the unique position of having a parental viewpoint. Through your children you will 

have first hand experience of the curriculum and how the school is perceived from the point of view of parents. 

You will be able to bring this perspective to the strategic management of the school.  A parent governor must 

have:  

 an interest in improving the futures of all children  

 a desire to make a difference  

 a willingness to accept responsibility  

 an ability to work in a team, ask questions, listen and learn  

A parent governor is a representative and not a delegate of parents. As a parent governor you should not vote 

in a particular way because you have been pressed to do so by parents. You are not there to promote the 

interests of your own children but all children. Parent governors are elected by other parents and it is 

important to establish a rapport with the parental body that elected you, whilst continuing to maintain a 

strategic approach to school governance.  

An Effective Parent Governor will:  

 work in partnership with the Headteacher, Senior Leadership Team and cooperatively with other 

governors to raise standards and improve outcomes for all children  

 act as a critical friend (support and accountability)  

 help to decide the priorities for improving the school  

 make themselves available to parents and listen to other parents’ opinions and take account of them as 

you contribute to governors’ decisions  

 prepare for meetings by reading papers beforehand including briefings for governors; present a 

balanced view of issues representing different sections of the community 

 take responsibility for their own learning and development as a governor including attending training  

 attend full governing body and relevant committee meetings regularly 

 promote the interests of the school in the wider community 

 respect the confidentiality of governing body affairs and be loyal to the decisions made by the 

governing body  

 never press their own child’s case at the expense of others  

 declare an interest and withdraw from any meeting where they, a partner or close relative or associate 

stands to gain, or where they are so close to a matter discussed it is difficult to be impartial  

 have regard to the broader responsibilities as a governor of a public institution in regard to promoting 

accountability for the actions and performance of the governing body  

Time commitment  

It is vital that those considering standing for election ensure they have sufficient time to devote to their role 

as a Governor. The Full Governing Body meets at least six times per year (once per half term). The Governing 

Body also has sub-committees, which each meet at least three times per year (once per term), and all Governors 

are expected to join at least one of these committees. These meetings take place on Thursdays at the school at 

4:15 pm.  

Each Governor is also linked to at least one area or subject within the curriculum and will need to be able to 

devote some time to meet with the relevant Leader.  Governors are also invited to attend school events.  
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