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Sponsored Run in School 

Thank you to everyone who supported this event.  We have had forms trickle in this week and we are really 

looking forward to seeing who the biggest fundraisers are.  Several children are in the running and are obviously 

very committed to getting more playtime equipment!  Well done! 
 

 

Nursery Places 

We still have a few nursery places available after Christmas for children turning 2 and 3 years old.  If you are 

looking for a nursery place or know a friend who is, please pop in and we can show you around and add your 

child’s name to our waiting list.  Watch this space for our very own ‘Early Years’ Facebook Page, linked to our 

school page, coming soon!  This will keep parents informed of what children get up to during the nursery day and 

will let you know about up-coming events specifically tailored to our youngest children. 
 

 

Big Draw 

Our children had a great time exploring their drawing skills using a wide range of tools.  They explored graffiti 

walls, walking pencils and even had a go at drawing on the underside of tables (on paper of course!)  It was lovely 

to see some of you after school to put your doodling skills to work.  Thank you to Mrs Askwith for arranging 

this event. 
 

 

Children in Need Day 

We will be supporting this national charity again this year and would like to invite the children to come to school 

dressed in their own clothes.  Children should pay £1 ‘fine’ and all money raised will go to support Children in 

Need.  Thank you. 
 

 

Remembrance 

Maple Class led a very moving assembly today as we remembered 100 years have passed since the end of World 

War 1.  It gave chance to remember those who risked their lives fighting for a better future for us all.  Our 

children have also been busy with other remembrance projects.  Our older children have placed named crosses 

along at the village war memorial and all of the children have been painting poppies to contribute to our own 

memorial garden.  You may have noticed some work going on in the small garden near the nursery entrance, 

which we hope will be a lasting piece of artwork dedicated to remembering 100 years after the end of the war.  

 

 

School Visits and Visitors 

All of the children thoroughly enjoyed taking part in an International Dance Day.  They explored music and 

dance from other cultures and our Year 3 children will be performing their dances again at a festival later this 

term.  Thank you to Mr Robinson for organising this event. 

 

 

Parent and Teacher meetings 

Thank you to those of you who came along to our Parent and Teacher meetings last week, we hope you found it 

helpful and that it gave you chance to catch up on how your child is doing in school, what they are enjoying and 
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what is going well.  It hopefully gave you chance to raise any concerns or issues so they could be addressed as 

we recognise how important it is to work together.  We hope to see more of you come along next time. 
 

 

Learning at home 

Please remember children have access to ‘Mathletics’, ‘Lexia’ and ‘Spelling Shed’ both in school and at home.  It 

would be really useful if you could remind your child to spend a short while at home using these resources to 

support their learning.   We would also be grateful if you could spend a few minutes each day supporting your 

child with reading at home.  Ten minutes each day can really have a huge impact on your child’s fluency, 

expression and understanding.  Thank you. 
 

 

Attendance 

Thank you for your on-going support with improving school attendance.  Our school attendance is currently 

94.80%, which is still short of our 96% target! Please make a huge effort to help improve our school attendance 

and to put your class at the top of the leaderboard: 
 

Blossom 97.14% (well done) 

Pine  95.27% 

Sycamore 94.94% 

Rowan   94.26% 

Maple  94.04% 

Willow  94.02%   

Beech  93.97% (Oh dear…come on Beech!) 
 

Your child’s attendance is really important and we will contact parents of children where attendance is causing 

concern to offer further advice and support. We are being monitored closely by the local authority; low 

attendance could trigger their intervention and persistent absence can lead to parents being issued a fine or 

further enforcement action. 
 

 

Holiday Requests 

I have received several holiday requests recently which are all considered on an individual basis.  Please 

remember I can only authorise leave in ‘exceptional circumstances’ and this does not generally include holidays.  

Please also be aware that exceptional is ‘rare’ or a ‘one off’ and not something that happens year in and year out.  

Holidays in term time have a huge impact on your child’s learning and they miss so much if they are absent for a 

week or more.  It is difficult to catch up and your child can become distressed when they find something tough 

having missed out on prior learning.  Please consider booking holidays in the 13 weeks allocated as school 

holidays rather than in the time we have dedicated to teaching and learning. Thank you. 
 

 

Uniform  

We are very proud of how smart our children look in school.  Our uniform consists of: black or grey 

trousers/skirts (not leggings or track suit bottoms with logos), a white or pale blue polo shirt and a maroon 

sweatshirt, cardigan or jumper.  Children should wear sensible black school shoes or plain black trainers, but 

not brightly coloured trainers/shoes.  Jewellery must not be worn to school for health and safety reasons.  

Small stud earrings only should be worn but please remove any earrings particularly on P.E. days. 

 

Anti-bullying Week 

Next week children will take part in activities around Anti-Bullying. To launch the week, we will take part in 

Odd-Sock Monday, when all children are encouraged to come to school wearing odd socks. Our Rights 

Respecting Ambassadors will welcome a group of children from Evergreen and share the message of ‘Respect 

for all’. 
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Should you wish to speak to a member of staff about any of the information in this newsletter please do not 

hesitate to get in touch. 

Thank you, 

R Brannan 
Every child has the right to meet with other children and be part of clubs and groups – Article 15 

Dates for your Diary 

 

Monday 12th November    Anti-Bullying week 

Wednesday 14th November   Y5 and Y6 to Dukeshouse Wood 

Wednesday 14th November   Pine Class ‘Special Person’ Lunch 

Friday 16th November    Children in Need day (more information to follow) 

Thursday 13th December   EYFS Christmas Sing-Song (am) 

Thursday 13th December   Whole School Christmas Concert (1.30pm) 

Friday 14th December     Whole School Christmas Concert (9.30am) 

Monday 17th December    Beech & Pine Christmas party (pm) 

Tuesday 18th December    Christmas Lunch 

Wednesday 19th December   KS1 & KS2 Panto trip (pm) 

Wednesday 19th December   Saplings, Acorns & Blossom Christmas party 

Thursday 20th December    EYFS Littlest Elf Show (am) 

Thursday 20th December    Willow, Rowan, Sycamore & Maple Christmas party  

Friday 21st December    Christmas Jumper Day 

Friday 21st December    Carols in school (1.30pm) 

Friday 21st December     End of term 

Tuesday 8th January     School re-opens 
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