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Vacancy – Parent Governor 

We currently have one vacancy on our school governing body for a parent governor.  Any parents 

interested, please contact school by 16th October for more information. 

 

Oakley Cross Friends 

Oakley Cross Friends are hosting a social night at West Auckland WMC on Saturday 10th October 

where live band ‘Yellowstone’ will be playing.  Tickets are £5 and will be available from any of the OCF 

group or the school office. You can also complete the attached form and return it to school along 

with payment for your tickets.  Please remember, all funds raised will go towards a PA system for use 

when the children are performing.   Oakley Cross Friends also hosted a very successful Macmillan 

coffee morning and raised a fantastic £240 for this charity.  A big thank you to everyone involved. 

 

Harvest Festival 

Next Thursday (8th October) we are having our Harvest Festival at 9:10am in school.  You are very 

welcome to join us for this event in the school hall.  We are collecting items for our harvest table and 

would appreciate any donations of tinned products, packets, pasta, rice, jars of sauce or jam etc. 

which we are collecting on behalf of ‘The Well’.  Children are welcome to bring food items in for the 

table from Monday.  Thank you. 

 

Sri Lankan Visitors 

We have had a very busy week looking after our visitors and making them feel welcome in our school.  

We have enjoyed learning about their country and their school, hearing their language and songs and 

we hope they have enjoyed learning about life in our school.  We wish our visitors a very safe journey 

home. 

 

Author Week 

This week each class has been learning about a different author and looking at their books.  The 

children have completed some fantastic writing and art work which will display in our school hall.  We 

hope you will take time to have a look next time you visit. 

 

Reading Competitions 

Our reading competitions were very popular last year and we really value the help, support and 

encouragement you give your child at home.  This year, we will be looking for our most improved 

readers each term.  These children will win a shopping trip and café stop!  Get reading! 

 

National Curriculum Changes and Assessment 

There have been a number of national changes to the curriculum and assessment.  With this 

newsletter is a letter outlining some of these changes in more detail.  Please do not hesitate to 

contact us if you would like more information. 

 

mailto:oakleycross@durhamlearning.net


Head Teacher, Mrs R Brannan      email: oakleycross@durhamlearning.net     Tel: 01388 833186 
 

‘The Centre’ at St Helens 

Once again we have continued our partnership with ‘The Centre’ (the BALE centre) which has moved 

to St Helens School.  From time to time workshops become available which are very focussed and 

supportive and we may recommend your child attends.  Feedback from our children is always good and 

they really do enjoy their sessions.  We also have regular visits from the staff at ‘The Centre’ who 

come into school to work with classes, groups and individual children on self-esteem, anti-bullying, 

feelings and emotions and friendship issues. 

 

Sporting news 

Our football team has been in action already this term.  So far we have played 4 matches with the 

following results:  Oakley Cross 1 – St Helens 0,  St Annes 0 – Oakley Cross 0,  Oakley Cross 6 – St 

Andrews 0,  Etherley Lane 0 – Oakley Cross 3. 

 

Attendance 

We have had a very disappointing start to the term as far as attendance is concerned.  The 

government have a target of 95% attendance and above for all children.  Please be aware that the 

local authority are monitoring this very closely and will intervene if a child’s attendance falls below 

the 95% threshold.  Please inform us as soon as possible if your child is not going to be at school.  It 

is important that we enter the correct reason on our school register to avoid ‘unauthorised’ absences.  

If you want time off for holidays you must meet with Mrs Lowrie to complete a holiday form.  In line 

with safeguarding procedures, we do need to know all reasons for absence.  Please remember, the 

Local Authority will issue a fine if individual children have a high level of unauthorised absence. We 

are working very hard to improve our school attendance.  I appreciate your co-operation and support.  

 

Parking 

We have had a number of recent incidents of parents parking on the zig-zag lines outside of school.  

Please do not park on the zig-zag lines outside of school, or use this space as a turning circle, as it is 

very dangerous when the children are entering and leaving school.  Park safely, away from school.  I 

am sure you will agree we really do not want any unnecessary accidents to happen.   

 

Internet safety – In the news 

Leading search engine companies Google and Microsoft have agreed measures to make it harder to 

find inappropriate and disturbing images online.  As many as 100,000 search terms will now return no 

results that find illegal material, and will trigger warnings that such imagery is illegal.  Downing 

Street said the government would be checking to see that internet companies acted "urgently".  It is 

great to see that the leaders of our country are taking a stand against some illegal uses of the 

internet and are taking really significant steps to protect our children. 

 

Thank you for your on-going support.  Please don’t hesitate to get in touch with school if you want to 

put forward a suggestion or discuss anything.  

 

R Brannan 

 
The best interests of the child must be a top priority in all things that affect children.  

Article 3 
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Oakley Cross Friends Social Night – Saturday 10th October 2015 

At West Auckland Club 
Live band ‘Yellowstone’, bingo, raffle  

Tickets £5 each – all proceeds to Oakley Cross School 

 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

I would like _____________tickets for the social night 

 

 

I enclose £_____________ 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 8th October  Harvest Festival 

Thursday 15th October   Football league games 

Wednesday 21st October   Open afternoon and coffee afternoon 

Thursday 22nd October  Halloween Disco 

Thursday 5th November   Football league games 

Wednesday 11th November   Remembrance Day Assembly – Maple Class 

Wednesday 11th November  Y5 and Y6 to Dukeshouse Wood 

Friday 13th November  Children in Need day (more information to follow) 

Thursday 19th November  Football league games 

Week Beginning 30th November Parent/Teacher meetings (more information to follow) 

Thursday 3rd December  Football league games 

Wednesday 9th December  Whole School Christmas Concert 

Thursday 10th December   Whole School Christmas Concert 

Week Beginning 14th December Christmas Parties (More information to follow) 

Tuesday 15th December   Christmas Lunch, EYFS Nativity (Saplings and Blossom) 

Wednesday 16th December  Pantomime  

Friday 18th December  Christmas Jumper Day, Carols in School 
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Dear Parent and Carer, 
 

Information about assessment and the new National Curriculum 
 

As you may know, a new National Curriculum was introduced in September 2014.  It is a statutory 

requirement from the Department of Education that we now teach all year groups according to this 

new curriculum.   
 

The Government have really changed the goal posts within this curriculum and have placed a much 

stronger focus on arithmetic skills in Maths, and grammar, punctuation and spelling in English.  Whilst 

we have always taught these elements in school, in many cases we now need to teach them at a much 

earlier point in the curriculum.  For example, elements of learning that used to happen in year 3 or 4 

can now be found in the year 2 curriculum. 
 

Along with these changes to teaching and learning, there have also been a number of very significant 

changes to the way children’s progress and attainment are assessed.  The system of numbered ‘levels’ 

which has been used for many years to describe children’s attainment no longer exists as the ‘levels’ 

do not relate to the new curriculum content.  This national change – the removal of levels – means 

that, when we discuss your child’s attainment with you, either in meetings or written reports, we 

will no longer be reporting levels.  Instead we will refer to your child’s current level of attainment 

using phrases such as:  

 working below the expected range of attainment 

 working towards the expected range of attainment 

 working within the expected range of attainment for his/her age 

 working beyond the expected range of attainment 
 

We will also comment on whether your child has made good progress over the year, and give details of 

any specific areas of the curriculum where he/she has achieved well and any areas where further 

development or support is needed. The children will still be familiar with their ‘next steps’ in learning 

as a way of ensuring progress. 
 

For our children who are currently in year 2 and year 6, who will complete statutory assessments in 

the summer term, there are also a number of changes. Our year 2 children will have an extra ‘test’ to 

sit, which will assess their skills in using punctuation and grammar.  This is alongside the maths test 

and reading test they complete and the assessments of writing completed over the year.  Again this 

is a national change and our children are expected to demonstrate much more knowledge and skill in 

order to achieve the ‘expected’ standard set by the government. 
 

Our year 6 children also face more challenging SATs tests in May.  The number of tests has not 

changed but the content has changed slightly to include an arithmetic paper in maths rather than a 

mental maths test and once again the children must demonstrate a higher level of knowledge and skill 

in order to ‘pass’ and meet the ‘expected’ standard set by the government. 
 

I hope you will find this information useful and informative.  Please do not hesitate to speak to us if 

you would like to know more details or find out about how your child is progressing in school.  In the 

near future we hope to have a coffee afternoon and invite you along to look at some of the aspects of 

the new curriculum and assessment systems in more detail. 
 

Kind regards, 
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