History Curriculum: Year 1

How did people in the past shape our world today?
Curriculum Drivers:

Literacy, Respect, Aspiration, Wellbeing

What are the aims and intentions of this curriculum?
That children:



are engaged and enthused with the people and events of the past and develop meaningful skills as historians, enabling them to understand how the
past has helped to shape the world they live in today.
develop chronological understanding and skills in enquiry, analysis, evaluation, and argument whilst enabling them to interpret and understand the
past, and communicate historically.

Term

Topic

Autumn

How has the life of
a child changed?

Article 17, 28

Knowledge









A family tree shows who your parents,
grandparents and siblings are.
The stages of growth are: baby, toddler,
child, teenager and adult.
My grandparents are my mum and dads
parents.
Technology like computers, mobile phones
and I pads are recent inventions. During Mrs
A’s childhood they were not available.
Over a hundred years ago (In Victorian
times) children worked as chimney sweeps,
down mines and in kitchens.
In the past not all children went to school. In
1880, a law made sure every child in Britain
between the ages of 5 and 10 went to
school.
Games and toys have changed a lot over the
last 100 years.

Skills










Observe or handle evidence to ask
questions and find answers to
questions about the past.
Ask questions such as: What was it like
for people? What happened? How long
ago?
Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online
sources and databases to find out
about the past.
Identify some of the different ways the
past has been represented.
Label time lines with words or phrases
such as: past, present, older and
newer.
Recount changes that have occurred in
their own lives.
Use dates where appropriate.
Use words and phrases such as:
recently, when my parents/carers were
children, years.

Enquiry Questions
1. What is history?
2. What is my family history?
3. How have I changed?
4. What is my life like?
5. What was childhood like for Mrs
A?
6. How is your childhood the same or
different to Mrs A’s?

Vocabulary
history
past
present
timeline
Calendar
time
family tree
parents
grandparents

Spring

Who made history?





Article 17, 28





The first railway opened in 1825 and ran
between Stockton to Darlington.
Locomotion No 1 was an early locomotive
that pulled the first passenger train in 1825.
George Stephenson invented one of the
most well-known steam engines—The
Rocket.
At first the aim of the railways was to carry
coal from the coal fields of County Durham
to the ports and beyond.
The first railway ran through West Auckland
close to our school.
The railways allowed people to travel
further around the country including going
on holiday














Summer

Article 17, 28

Who ruled
Britain?









Queen Elizabeth II became queen in 1952
after her father the king died.
Queen Elizabeth is now the longest serving
monarch of the UK.
William the Conqueror won the battle of
Hastings in 1066 to become king of England
Henry VIII was a well-known king of England
who married six wives
Queen Victoria was the Queen from 18371901.
Kings and Queens in the past may have lived
in castles.
Knights often fought to defend the country
from invaders.












Observe or handle evidence to ask
questions and find answers to
questions about the past.
Ask questions such as: What was it like
for people? What happened? How long
ago?
Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online
sources and databases to find out
about the past.
Identify some of the different ways the
past has been represented.
Describe historical events.
Describe significant people from the
past.
Recognise that there are reasons why
people in the past acted as they did.
Place events in order on a time line.
Use dates where appropriate.
Use words and phrases such as: years,
decades and centuries
Show an understanding of the concept
of nation and a nation’s history.
Observe or handle evidence to ask
questions and find answers to
questions about the past.
Ask questions such as: What
happened? How long ago?
Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online
sources and databases to find out
about the past.
Describe historical events.
Describe significant people from the
past.
Recognise that there are reasons why
people in the past acted as they did.
Place events and artefacts in order on a
time line.
Use dates where appropriate.
Show an understanding of the concept
of nation and a nation’s history.
Show an understanding of concepts
such as monarchy, parliament,
democracy, and war and peace.

1. What different types of transport
have there been?
2. Who was ‘The Father of the
Railways’?
3. What was the first train and
where was the first railway?
4. What was The Rocket?
5. What difference did trains make to
people’s lives?
6. What do the trains of today and
future look like?

transport
George
Stephenson
coal
railway
steam
locomotive
carriage
Locomotion No1
The Rocket

1. Who is Queen Elizabeth II?
2. Where does she live?
3. Who else lived in castles/palaces?
4. Who was …………..?
(various monarchs)
5. What was life like back then?
6. What did……….do ?

monarch
Buckingham Palace
London
knights
castle
moat
dungeon
battles

