
    History Curriculum: Year 4 and 5 

 

How did people in the past shape our world today? 

Curriculum Drivers:   Literacy, Respect, Aspiration, Wellbeing 

What are the aims and intentions of this curriculum?  

That children:   

 are engaged and enthused with the people and events of the past and develop meaningful skills as historians, enabling them to understand how the 

past has helped to shape the world they live in today. 

 develop chronological understanding and skills in enquiry, analysis, evaluation, and argument whilst enabling them to interpret and understand the 
past, and communicate historically. 

Term Topic Knowledge Skills  Vocabulary 

Year A 
Autumn  

 

Did the Romans 
build more than 

just a wall? 

 A legend tells that Rome was created by two 
brothers, Romulus and Remus who were 
abandoned after they were born. 

 Julius Caesar was probably the best-known 
Roman leader. He extended the empire by 
invading other lands. 

 Boudicca was a queen of the British Celtic 
Iceni Tribe who led an uprising against the 
occupying forces of the Roman Empire. 

 The Roman conquest of Britain began in 
AD43 under the rule of Emperor Claudius. 

 When the Romans came to Britain they 
helped us by creating roads; a written 
language (which was Latin); introducing 
coins and even introducing rabbits to our 
country. 

 Hadrian’s Wall was built by the Romans 
across the north of England. It was to keep 
out the Scots. It is now one of Britain’s most 
famous tourist attractions. 

 Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past. 

 Use more than one source of evidence 
for historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding of 
history. 

 Give a broad overview of life in Britain 
from ancient until medieval times. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 

 Describe features of the past (ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children). 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change and chronology. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to a good standard in order to 
communicate information about the 
past 

1. Where and how did the Roman 
Empire begin? 

2. When and why did the Romans 
invade? Invaders or settlers? 

3. What was life like as a Roman 
soldier? 

4. Who was Boudicca and why did 
she rebel? 

5. Was Hadrian’s wall just a wall? 
6. Was life good under Roman 

rule? 
7. How do the Romans influence 

our lives today? 

centurion 
emperor 
aqueduct 
gladiator 
Londinium 
conquer 
invade 
Romanisation 
senate 
Roman baths  

Article 17, 28 



Year A 
Spring  

 

Who was making 
history in faraway 

places? Benin 

 The ancient Kingdom of Benin was in what is 
now Nigeria. Modern Benin is a country next 
to Nigeria. 

 The kingdom of Benin began in the 900s 
when the Edo people settled in the 
rainforests of West Africa. The kingdom was 
called Igodomigodo. It was ruled by a series 
of kings, known as Ogisos, which means 
‘rulers of the sky’. 

 Eweka, the first Oba (king) came to power in 
AD 1180. and changed Igodomigodo to Edo. 

 Religious beliefs were centred around rituals 
and ceremonies, and a Creator God name 
Osanobua. They believed that after death, 
people may be either reincarnated as 
another person, or that the spirit joined the 
Spirit World. 

 The people of Benin traded with merchants 
from Europe and with other African 
kingdoms.  Instead of using money they 
exchanged goods  

 Benin art featured people, animals and gods. 
They moulded sculptures of gods out of 
mud. Some animals, such as crocodiles and 
leopards, appear many times to 
demonstrate the power of their king, the 
Oba. 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Suggest suitable sources of evidence 
for historical enquiries. 

 Use more than one source of evidence 
for historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding of 
history. 

 Compare some of the times studied 
with those of other areas of interest 
around the world. 

 Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 
religious diversity of past society. 

 Describe the characteristic features of 
the past, including ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes  

 Place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 

 Use dates and terms to describe 
events. 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change and chronology. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to a good standard in order to 
communicate information about the 
past 

1. Has Africa got a rich history? 
2. How and when did the Benin 

kingdom begin? 
3. Were the Benin people 

religious? 
4. Why did Benin art surprise the 

world? 
5. How did Eweka become Oba? 
6. What can artefacts tell us about 

the Benin culture? 
7. How did the Benin kingdom     

become a lost kingdom? 

Oba 
Nigeria 
Edo  
Yoruba 
Benin City 
Eweka 
Owado  
Ogiso 
Benin city  
Igodomigodo  
Ife 

Year A 
Summer  

 

Why were the 
Prince Bishops 

important? 

 From 1075, the Bishop of Durham became a 
Prince-Bishop, with the right to raise an 
army, mint his own coins, and levy taxes. As 
long as he remained loyal to the king of 
England, he could govern as he wanted to. 

 Auckland Castle was once home to the 
Prince Bishops of Durham, where they 
entertained, hunted and worshipped. 

 Antony Bek transformed Auckland Castle 
into a palace to rival the king’s palace at 
Westminster. 

 In the 1660s, Bishop John Cosin transformed 
the Great Hall into the beautiful sacred 
space you can see today.  The original chapel 
wa destroyed in the English Civil Wer 

 Van Mildert was the last of the Prince 
Bishops. After his death, a Reform Bill 
ensured any non-religious powers were 
returned to the Crown. 

 Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past. 

 Use more than one source of evidence 
for historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding  

 Suggest causes and consequences of 
the main events and changes in history. 

 Describe changes in the locality of the 
school throughout history. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change and chronology. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to a good standard in order to 
communicate information about the 
past 

1. Why did the country need a 
Prince Bishop? 

2. Who were the Prince Bishops 
and when did they live? 

3. What do we learn from 
Auckland Castle? 

4. What was life like as a prince 
Bishop?  

5. Where is the original chapel? 
6. Who was the most significant 

Prince Bishop? 
7. Why are the Prince Bishops an 

important part of our past? 

Prince Bishop    
authority 
Antony Bek 
John Cosin  
William Van Mildert 
Auckland Castle 
St Paul’s Chapel 
archaeology 
conservation 

Article 17, 28, 29 

Article 17, 28, 29 



Year B 
Autumn 

 

What happened 
after the Romans 

left? 

 By around 410AD the last of the Romans had 
left Britain to go and defend their home 
territory. 

 The Anglo-Saxons were three tribes: the 
Angles; Saxons; and Jutes. They came to 
Britain in the middle of the 5th Century.  

 The name ‘Angles’ eventually became 
‘English’ and ‘Angle-land’, became ‘England’. 

 Tor a long time, England was not one 
country. Anglo-Saxon kings ruled lots of 
small kingdoms across the land. 

 Alfred the Great was King of Wessex (871 to 
c. 886) and King of the Anglo-Saxons (c. 886 
to 899). 

 The Anglo-Saxons preferred to live very 
differently to the Romans who had 
established large towns in Britain during 
their rule. They chose to live in small villages 
instead, which were often set up by clearing 
away a part of a forest. 

 The Anglo-Saxon period ended when the 
Normans conquered Britain in 1066. 

 Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past. 

 Use more than one source of evidence 
for historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding of 
history. 

 Give a broad overview of life in Britain 
from ancient until medieval times. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 

 Describe features of the past (ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children). 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change and chronology. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to a good standard in order to 
communicate information about the 
past 

1. Why did the Romans leave      
Britain and what happened 
next? 

2. Who invaded Britain when the 
Romans left?  

3. Who was in charge in Anglo    
Saxon England? 

4. Was life hard in an Anglo Saxon 
village? 

5. What did the Anglo Saxons       
believe?  

6. What do artefacts tell us about 
the Anglo-Saxons? 

7. How significant was Alfred the 
Great? 

Angles  
Saxons  
Jutes  
kingdom 
shires 
thane 
churl 
Wessex 
Northumbria 
Mercia 

Year B 
Spring 

 

Who was making 
history in faraway 
places? Mayans 

 By around AD 900, Mayan cities in the        
rainforest were abandoned and people 
moved up north to the highlands of 
Guatemala and the Yucatan. 

 At the top of Mayan society was the king and 
royal family who were believed to be closely 
linked to the gods. An educated elite of 
scribes, priests and nobles formed the ruling 
class.  

 The Maya developed a complex number and 
counting system which was advanced for 
their time. The Maya people used symbols to 
represent their numbers  

 Mayan society was formed of a number of 
city states each with their own ruler. 

 Mayan religion was extremely bloodthirsty, 
demanding human sacrifices and blood-
letting rituals. The Mayans believed in an 
afterlife and that those who were sacrificed, 
as well as those killed in war and women 
who died in childbirth, went to ‘the place of 
misty sky’. 

 Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past. 

 Use more than one source of evidence 
for historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding of 
history. 

 Suggest causes and consequences of 
the main events and changes in history. 

 Describe changes in the locality of the 
school throughout history. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 

 Understand the concept of change over 
time, representing this, along with 
evidence, on a time line. 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change and chronology. 

 

1. Who was making history around 
the world in the year 1000? 

2. Who were the Mayans? 
3. How do we know about the    

Mayans? 
4. What can we find out from the 

famous Mayan city? 
5. How similar were the Mayans 

and the Anglo Saxons? 
6. Why did the Mayans vanish and 

what happened next? 
7. Why do we remember the       

Mayans? 

glyphs 
codices 
Chichen Itza 
cacao 
ahau or ahaw 
batab 
Itzamna 
huipil 
Kukulcan 
Kin 

Article 17, 28 

Article 17, 28, 29 



Year B 
Summer 

 

Did the Vikings 
destroy or build? 

 The Vikings came from the area of the                   
modern Scandinavian countries (Denmark,   
Norway and Sweden). 

 The Vikings first arrived in Britain around 
787AD and in 793AD they raided and 
pillaged the monastery at Lindisfarne in 
Northumbria. 

 In 866AD the Vikings captured the city of 
York. 

 The Anglo-Saxon King Alfred the Great, who 
became King of Wessex in 871AD, managed 
to force the Vikings out of the South of 
England but this was short-lived. 

 By 878AD the Vikings had settled 
permanently in England, overran Wessex. 
Not all Vikings were warriors.  

 Not all Vikings were warriors. Many came in 
peace and become farmers. 

 In 886AD King Alfred agrees to a treaty with 
the Vikings. Alfred keeps the west and the 
Vikings are given the east which is later 
known as ‘Danelaw’. 

 Use evidence to ask questions and find 
answers to questions about the past. 

 Use more than one source of evidence 
for historical enquiry in order to gain a 
more accurate understanding of 
history. 

 Give a broad overview of life in Britain 
from ancient until medieval times. 

 Place events, artefacts and historical 
figures on a time line using dates. 

 Describe features of the past (ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children). 

 Compare some of the times studied 
with those of other areas of interest 
around the world. 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change and chronology. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to a good standard in order to 
communicate information about the 
past 

1. Who were the Vikings and 
where did they come from? 

2. When did the Vikings come to 
England and why? 

3. Were the Vikings and Anglo-
Saxons friends or enemies? 

4. Why did many Vikings chose to 
settle in Britain? 

5. What was lie like as a Viking      
living here? 

6. Were the Vikings fair and just? 
7. Were the Vikings invaders or 

settlers? 

Viking 
raids  
pillage 
longhouse 
longship 
Odin 
Scandinavia 
Danelaw  
Lindisfarne  
Jorvik 

 

Article 17, 28 


