
    History Curriculum: Year 5 and 6 

 

How did people in the past shape our world today? 

Curriculum Drivers:   Literacy, Respect, Aspiration, Wellbeing 

What are the aims and intentions of this curriculum?                                                                                                                                                           Article 17, 28 

That children:   

 are engaged and enthused with the people and events of the past and develop meaningful skills as historians, enabling them to understand how the 

past has helped to shape the world they live in today. 

 develop chronological understanding and skills in enquiry, analysis, evaluation, and argument whilst enabling them to interpret and understand the 
past, and communicate historically. 

Term Topic Knowledge Skills  Vocabulary 

Year A 
Autumn  

How did World  
War 2 change our 

lives? 

 On 1 September 1939 German troops led by 
Adolf Hitler invaded Poland. Britain and 
France declared war on Germany. 

 Over 3.5 million people were evacuated 
during the war. Most were children but 
other evacuees included mothers with very 
young children, pregnant women, disabled 
people and teachers and helpers. 

 The Battle of Britain began on 10th July 1940 
and was an attempt by the German air force 
(the Luftwaffe) to destroy the RAF so that an 
invasion by German soldiers could begin.  

 The government introduced rationing of 
food/clothing to cut down the amount used. 

 On May 8th 1945 Germany surrendered and 
the war in Europe ended. The war against 
Japan ended in August after 2 atomic 
bombs. Were dropped 

 Around six million Jewish people were killed 
during World War 2 in one of history’s most 
terrible events – the Holocaust. 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Select sources of evidence, giving 
reasons for choices. 

 Use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

 Show an awareness of the concept of 
propaganda and how historians must 
understand its social context. 

 Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

 Describe experiences of men, women 
and children. 

 Use dates and terms accurately  

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time,  

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to an exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information 
about the past. 

1. Why did the Second World War 
start? Who was to blame? 

2. How did the lives of children 
change? 

3. What was life like during the Blitz? 
4. How important was the Battle of 

Britain? 
5. How were people fed during the 

war? 
6. How did the war affect our local 

community? 
7. How do we remember the war? 

evacuation 
evacuee 
Blitz 
propaganda 
air raids 
rationing 
axis 
Allies 
Winston Churchill 
Adolf Hitler 
 



Year A 
Spring  

How did Norman 
Cornish capture 

local history? 

 Norman was born on 18th November 1919 

 Norman started working at the local mine 
when he was 14 years old in 1933 

 At the age of 15 Norman tried to join a local 
sketching club, He returned a year later, 
aged 16. 

 Norman worked as a miner for 30 years until 
the 1960s. He retired and began working as 
a professional artist 

 In 1962 Norman was asked by Durham 
County Council to paint a large mural about 
the Durham Miner’s Gala 

 Norman painted the world around him - 
mining life, people, street scenes and local 
bar scenes 

 Norman died at the age of 94 in August 2014 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

 Identify continuity and change in the 
history of the locality of the school. 

 Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 
religious diversity of past society. 

 Describe features of the past (ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children). 

 Describe the main changes in a period 
of history (using terms: social, religious, 
political, technological & cultural). 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to an exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information 
about the past. 

1. What were the key events in 
Norman Cornish’s life? 

2. What and who did Cornish paint? 
3. How did Cornish depict everyday 

life? 
4. How has life in the past changed? 
5. Why and how does Cornish      

depict mining in County Durham? 
6. Are Cornish’s paintings a reliable 

historical source? 

Spennymoor 
colliery pit 
miner 
The Settlement 
mural 
Durham Miner’s 
Gala 
Centenary 
Cornish trail 
 

Year A 
Summer  

What has life 
changed in Britain 

since 1945? 

 To help rebuild the country after the Second 
World War, immigrant workers arrived from 
the Caribbean, India and Pakistan (parts of 
the British Empire) so population increased. 

 On 6th February 1952, Queen Elizabeth II 
came to the throne at the age of 25 years 
old. 

 The 1950s saw the beginnings of commercial 
television but it would take years before 
televisions were in most homes.  

 On 8th November 1959, Britain’s first                            
motorway, the M!, opened to the public. 

 The 1970s saw the first microwave, VHS 
video recorder and walkman sold. 

 In 1979 Margaret Thatcher became the first 
female Prime Minister.  

  In the 1970s women campaigned for equal 
pay for doing the same job as men 

 The 1980s saw the first mobile phone, fax                   
machines and CDs were first introduced. 

 The 1990s was the first decade in which the 
internet was open to the public and there 
was a massive rise in the number of home 
computers 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

 Seek out and analyse a wide range of 
evidence in order to justify claims 
about the past. 

 Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or 
religious diversity of past society. 

 Describe the main changes in a period 
of history (using terms: social, religious, 
political, technological & cultural). 

 Identify periods of rapid change in 
history and contrast them with times of 
relatively little change. 

 Understand the concepts of continuity 
and change over time, representing 
them, with evidence, on a time line. 

 Use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to an exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information 
about the past. 

 Use original ways to present 
information and ideas. 

 

1. What has happened since 1945? 
2. What has been the most            

important technological change? 
3. Are there more people living 

here? 
4. Has fashion changed for the 

better? 
5. Does music sound better now or 

back then? 
6. Which was the best decade? 
7. Has life improved in Britain? 

decade 
population 
Prime minister  
welfare state 
equality 
immigrant 
leisure 
British empire 
transport 
fashion 



Year B 
Autumn 

What can we 
learn from Black 

History? 

 The British government abolished slavery in 
most British colonies in 1834, freeing more 
than 800,00 Africans in the Caribbean and 
South Africa. 

 About 585,000 slaves were imported into 
the U.S., or 5% of the 12 million slaves 
brought across from Africa. The great 
majority went to sugar colonies in the 
Caribbean and to Brazil.  

 Martin Luther King he delivered the "I Have 
a Dream" speech in Washington, D.C. during 
a civil rights march 

 The Windrush generation were immigrants 
who were invited to the UK between 1948 
and 1971 from Caribbean countries such as 
Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago and Barbados. 

 The ship MV Empire Windrush docked in                
England on June 22nd 1948 bringing nearly 
500 Jamaicans to the UK.  

 Nelson Mandela served 27 years in prison, 
mostly on Robben Island - released in 1990. 

 Mandela became president of South Africa 
in 1994. He was described as the "Father of 
the     Nation". Mandela died on 5 December 
2013 at the age of 95. 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Select sources of evidence, giving 
reasons for choices. 

 Use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

 Seek out and analyse a wide range of 
evidence in order to justify claims 
about the past. 

 Show an awareness of the concept of 
propaganda and how historians must 
understand its social context. 

 Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

 Use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to an exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information 
about the past. 

 Use original ways to present 
information and ideas. 

1. What are the significant                 
achievements of black people? 

2. Where and why did slavery exist? 
3. What difference did Martin                

Luther King make? 
4. Was the British Empire                       

welcomed? 
5. Why did people come to live in 

England after World War 2? 
6. Why was Nelson Mandela so                   

important? 
7. What challenges do black people 

still face? 

slavery 
segregation  
abolition  
Rosa Parks 
Martin Luther King 
British Empire 
Windrush 
generation 
apartheid 

Year B 
Spring 

Who was the UK’s 
most important 

monarch? 

 Alfred the Great 886 – 899: a Saxon warrior 
king who defeated the Danes, organised law 
making,  coins to be used across the country 
and built a navy to defend the coast 

 William the Conqueror 1066 – 87 was a 
French warrior, who conquered of the 
English at the Battle of Hastings. 

 Henry VIII  1509-47 made the monarch Head 
of the Church of England 

 Elizabeth I 1558-1603: the first woman to be 
Head of the Church, led her troops in 
defending England.   

 Charles I lost the Civil war, lost all his power 
to the Parliament who had him executed.  
After this, laws were made by Parliament 
not the monarch.   

 Edward VIII – 1938:  the king who was never 
crowned because he was not allowed to 
marry the person he wanted to. 

 Elizabeth II  was Head of the 
Commonwealth, the first British monarch to 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Seek out and analyse a wide range of 
evidence in order to justify claims 
about the past. 

 Give a broad overview of life from 
medieval until the Tudor/Stuarts times. 

 Identify periods of rapid change in 
history and contrast them with times of 
relatively little change. 

 Understand the concepts of continuity 
and change over time, representing 
them, with evidence, on a time line. 

 Use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events. 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change, change, century, 
chronology, and legacy. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to an exceptional standard in 

1. When did our most famous    
monarchs rule?  

2. Were Britain’s earliest and         
medieval monarchs all mighty? 

3. What was significant about    
Henry VIII and Elizabeth I? 

4. Why did the UK kill their king? 
5. Why was Victoria not just a 

Queen? 
6. Was Edward VII right to give up his 

throne? 
7. Why is the reign of Elizabeth II 

memorable? 
8. Who was the greatest monarch? 

 

monarch 
monarchy 
heir 
century 
medieval 
Anglo-Saxon  
Tudor  
Victorian  
Civil War 
abdication 



broadcast on TV and is the longest reigning 
British monarch 

order to communicate information 
about the past. 

Year B 
Summer 

How has my 
home changed? 

 Queen Victoria (1837-1901) was only 18 
years old when she became queen and she 
ruled Britain for 64 years. 

 In September 1825 the first railway 
(Stockton to Darlington) ran past West 
Auckland crossing the Gaunless bridge 

 In 1837 only wealthy or privileged children 
could afford to go to school. Poor children 
had to work including as: chimney sweeps, 
domestic servants, mill workers, factory 
workers, farm hands and working in coal 
mines 

 In England, schools were not free until 1891. 
Until then, children had to pay to go to 
school. 

 In 1880, a law made sure every child in 
Britain between the ages of 5 and 10 went to 
school. 

 West Auckland colliery opened in 1838, by 
1900, it employed 620 men - it closed in July 
1967. 

 West Auckland Town F.C. is famously the 
'Home of the First World Cup', as they were 
the winners of the Sir Thomas Lipton Trophy, 
one of the first international footballing 
competitions, in its two initial years (1909 
and 1911) 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Select sources of evidence, giving 
reasons for choices. 

 Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

 Identify continuity and change in the 
history of the locality of the school. 

 Describe features of the past (ideas, 
beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children). 

 Identify periods of rapid change in 
history and contrast them with times of 
relatively little change. 

 Understand the concepts of continuity 
and change over time, representing 
them, with evidence, on a time line. 

 Use appropriate historical vocabulary 
to communicate, including: dates, time, 
period, era, change, chronology, 
continuity, change, century, decade 
and legacy. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to an exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information 
about the past. 

 Use original ways to present 
information and ideas. 

 

1. When was that house built? 
2. Who lives here? 
3. What job are you doing?  
4. Where have the trains gone? 
5. How has life as a child changed? 
6. What did people do when they 

were not working? 
7. Has my home changed for the 

better? 

census 
Victorians 
schoolroom 
The three Rs 
slate 
workhouse 
penny farthing 
gruel 
Stockton to 
Darlington 
railway 
colliery 

Alternative 
unit 

Who fought in the 
First World War? 

 The assassination of Archduke Franz 
Ferdinand of Austria was believed to trigger 
to the outbreak of the WW1 war.  

 The war started on 28th July 1914 and many 
falsely believed it would “be over by 
Christmas”.  

 The Allies were France, the UK and Russia. 
The Central powers were Germany, Austria, 
Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey.  

 Aircraft were still very new in 1914. Germans 
launched bombing raids, from airships, 
known as zeppelins. 

 Use sources to deduce information 
about the past. 

 Select sources of evidence, giving 
reasons for choices. 

 Use sources of information to form 
testable hypotheses about the past. 

 Seek out and analyse a wide range of 
evidence in order to justify claims 
about the past. 

 Show an awareness of the concept of 
propaganda and how historians must 
understand its social context. 

1. Has life improved in Britain? 1. 
When has Britain been under 
threat in the past? 

2. Why did we go to war in 1914? 
3. What’s in a name? 
4.  How did our lives change in 1914? 
5. How were the people of my area 

involved in WWI? 
6. What was the war like? 
7. How should we remember our 

involvement in WWI? 

trench 
front line 
airships 
Battle of the 
Somme 
conscription 
zeppelin 
Armistice Day 
“Tommies”“ 
desertion 
memorial  
census 



 In Britain over 2 million men volunteered but 
conscription was introduced. From January 
1916 single men aged 18 to 40 years old 
were liable to be called up for military 
service unless they were widowed with 
children or ministers of a religion. 

 About 16,000 British conscientious objectors 
refused to fight whilst deserters were shot. 

 Armistice Day was the day the agreement 
was signed between the Allies and Germany 
to end the war on 11th November, 1918. 

 Understand that no single source of 
evidence gives the full answer to 
questions about the past. 

 Use dates and terms accurately in 
describing events. 

 Use literacy, numeracy and computing 
skills to an exceptional standard in 
order to communicate information 
about the past. 

 Use original ways to present 
information and ideas. 

 


